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Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Columba College is the first secondary school in Otago to be the recipient of a Gold Heartbeat Award.  
It was presented in assembly on the 19th May by Mrs Jo Arthur, National Heart Foundation Health 
Promotion Co-ordinator, who spoke of recent research that shows students who were well nourished 
performed better academically, took fewer sick days, behaved better in class and achieved better 
results in sporting pursuits. 
 
ñPrevention is better than cure.  Therefore, a healthy school environment sets the scene for a long, 
heart-healthy lifeò, she said. 
 
A Gold Heartbeat Award indicates that a school 
has reached the highest standard in all aspects of 
nutrition and recognises its commitment to 
providing students with consistent messages 
about healthy eating through the school food 
service, the school environment, classroom 
education programmes and community initiatives. 
 
Gold Awards are valid for only one year.  It is our 
intention to maintain our focus on promoting 
healthy nutrition and through our Health 
Promotion Committee of staff and students to 
explore new initiatives and ways of continuing to 
raise awareness in the school community of the 
importance of healthy eating.  Gold Heartbeat Award 
 

 
Holly Cadzow, Angela Jenks, Katie Swire, Alice Marsh, Helen Kent, Faaoo Lale and Jo Arthur 

Photo courtesy of the ODT 

 



 

 

NCEA 2008 
 
For those who may have missed reading the Sunday Star Times on the 17th May, below is the list of 
schools that were in the Top 10 in New Zealand for their NCEA 2008 pass-rates. 
 
It is very pleasing indeed to see Columba College in this list. 
 
We acknowledge that such lists have their critics, but are also aware that there is considerable public 
interest in such information. 
 
For the record, Columba students again gained the highest number of Scholarship grades (21) in 
Otago and Southland for 2008 ï a record that has been maintained by the College since the inception 
of Scholarship in 2004. 
 
TOP OF THE CLASS: NEW ZEALANDõS TOP 10 SCHOOLS 
School Decile Roll Level 1 pass Level 2 pass Level 3 pass UE in Year 13 

Woodford House (Hawkeôs Bay) 9 314 98.4% 100% 100% 100% 
Iona College (Hawkeôs Bay) 9 244 97.5% 100% 100% 100% 
St Cuthbertôs College (Auckland) 10 1455 98.1% 99.4% 97.3% 97.3% 
Saint Oranôs College (Lower Hutt) 10 388 96% 100% 97.6% 100% 
Saint Maryôs College (Auckland) 7 817 97.6% 99% 94.2% 88.4% 
Rangi Ruru Girlsô School (Christchurch) 10 707 99.2% 99.2% 91.9% 94.6% 
Columba College (Dunedin) 10 574 100% 97% 90.8% 93.9% 
St Margaretôs College (Christchurch) 10 740 95% 99% 93% 93% 
Saint Kentigern College (Auckland) 10 1618 97.3% 95.1% 93.7% 92.3% 
Hutt International Boysô School 10 644 94.6% 100% 89.6% 90.9% 
Ranking schoolsô NCEA results is an inexact science.  We have disregarded schools with extremely small rolls and those 
that didnôt have students sitting every level of NCEA.  Our ranking is based on NCEA rates and does not include UE. 

Sunday Star Times 17th May, 2009  
 

www.nzqa.govt.nz compares NCEA results between schools or groups of schools of the same 
region, decile or type.  Results are also broken down by gender and ethnicity, and compared 
against national averages.  This data is much more accurate than in the past ïaspects of it 
were used to compile The Sunday Star Times league tables (which are not published by NZQA), 
which are at www.sstlive.co.nz 
 

University of Canterbury Emerging Leadersô Scholarship 
 

 
 

The University of Canterbury congratulates Anna Fields from Columba College (Year 13, 2008) 
pictured here with Dr Rod Carr, Vice-Chancellor, receiving her certificate in recognition of 
achieving a UC Emerging Leadersô Scholarship sponsored by Colleges and Departments, 
Women in Engineering Award, 2009. 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/
http://www.sstlive.co.nz/


 

 

Russell McVeagh Regional Debating Competition for Otago 
and Southland Secondary Schools 
 
Columba College was host for the 2009 Competition which attracted 14 school teams from Otago and 
Southland. 
 

The Columba Senior Debating Team of Alice Waterman, Alice Marsh (Year 13) and Ava Atkinson-
Barclay (Year 12) had a very successful weekend, winning five of their six debates.  They won the 
semi-final against St. Kevinôs College, making it to the final which was won by Otago Boysô High 
School. 
 
The Otago/Southland team to contest the national finals in Wellington was announced after the 
regional finals with two of the three team members coming from Columba: Alice Waterman and Alice 
Marsh. 
 

Congratulations to the Senior Debating Team on a very successful weekend and to Mrs C. Carrell and 
Mrs M. Harris who run our Debating Club and supported the girls throughout the weekend. 

 
 

 
Alice Waterman, Alice Marsh and Ava Atkinson-Barclay 

 

  
Debating in the Frances Ross Common Room Alice Marsh, Kurt Purdon (OBHS), Alice 

Waterman 
Team selected for the National Finals 

 



 

 

Enviroschools 
 
The Enviroschools initiative at Columba has 
begun with the election of one or two class 
representatives on an Enviroschools 
Committee.  These students represent all 
classes from Years 6 to 13. 
 
We have had our first meeting with Ms Davina 
Hunt, our Enviroschools facilitator.  She ran a 
thought-provoking session, using a filled can of 
coke and the source of all the 
materials/ingredients utilised in its 
manufacture; aluminium from bauxite ore 
shipped to Bluff from Australia, processed into 
ingots which are shipped to China for further 
processing before returning to New Zealand as 
cans; sugar from Fiji, Australia or Asia; caffeine 
in beans from South America; water from New 
Zealand é.. a huge amount of 
production/transport costs and yet we really 
pay so little for one can.  
 
Is it value for money? What a big carbon 
footprint for one can of drink!  Maybe we need 
to consider alternatives before we drink 
another can!   
 
We are beginning to realise that we, the 
consumers, do have some power when we 
make choices regarding what products we will 
buy! 
 
The committee discussed what it means to be 
an Enviroschool and completed an e-survey to 
see how sustainable Columba is at present.  
 
Committee members decided to establish an 
Environmental Care Code for Columba and 
have canvassed their own classes so all 
students can contribute their ideas!  At the 
meeting this week, the committee will 
develop/integrate these ideas into a 5-10 

statement Care Code and discuss plans for a 
Zero Waste policy on the campus. 
 
The committee at this meeting will be a little 
larger than usual ï the ground-breaking 
Environmental Club, with our very dedicated 
senior students, has decided to join with the 
larger Enviroschools Committee to provide a 
very motivated and committed action group 
within Columba.  
 
A new compost bin has been set up outside 
Braemar ï students are encouraged to place 
suitable lunch scraps in the bucket beside the 
bin for recycling into compost.  This bin was 
bought with money raised by our former 
Environmental Club.  
 
Students from Columba have been involved in 
other community actions; Lydie Schmidt and 
Sophie Bang attended a two day weekend 
workshop at John McGlashan College ï the 
Dunedin Secondary Schoolsô Climate Forum; 
three students and Mrs Kelly spent a day and 
night on St Martinôs Island, discussing plans for 
student action with other secondary 
Enviroschool representatives. 
 
The Enviroschools philosophy encompasses 
the whole school community supporting and 
empowering students in their sustainable 
activities and plans. So if you have ideas, 
suggestions or expertise you could offer, 
please contact the College directly or 
alternatively, e-mail me at 
mstevely@columbacollege.school.nz 
 
Margie Stevely 
Teacher in charge of the Enviroschools 
Initiative 

 

mailto:mstevely@columbacollege.school.nz


 

 

Dunedin Secondary Schoolsô Climate Forum 09  
 
On the 2nd and 3rd of May this year Sophie 
Bang and I and students from several other 
schools including Logan Park, Otago Girlsô 
High School, Bayfield High School and John 
McGlashan College attended a two day event 
at John McGlashan College.  These two days 
were entirely devoted to discussing the 
environment and in particular the effect that 
discarded plastic bags have on it. On the first 
day we discussed the effectiveness of last 
yearôs communiqué and discussed the effect 
plastic bags have on the environment and 
animals.  We also had a speaker from the 
university who had come to speak to us about 
peak oil. On the second day the students were 
paid a visit by the mayor of Dunedin, Mr Peter 
Chin, and discussed the Dunedin City 
Councilôs role in making Dunedin a more 
environmentally friendly city.  Later all of the 
students discussed how to create an action 
plan that they could put forward to the Dunedin 
City Council that would be effective in 
decreasing the amount of plastic bags that are 
used and discarded in Dunedin and making 
Dunedin more environmentally conscious and 
increasingly self-sufficient and sustainable.  
Out of this weekend an action plan has been 
created that will be put forward in early June 
this year to the Dunedin City Council.  It reads:  
 
Our Goals  
Short-term: Community action and awareness 
raising. Support from at least ¾ of Dunedin 
high school students. 
 
Mid- term: Persuading as many retailers as we 
can to introduce a voluntary levy of at least 
10c. 
 

Long-term: A mandatory shopping bag levy of 
at least 10c legislated on a local or national 
level.  
 
Our Action Plan 
Gather support for our action plan at our 
schools (until early June): 
 
1. Write submissions to the Government on 

the Waste Minimisation Act advocating 
mandatory product stewardship for 
packaging, to address the wider issue of 
packaging waste (by May 15th). 

2. Present our action plan and signatures of 
support to a meeting of DCC councillors 
and local retailers, requesting their 
support (early-to mid June). 

3. Ongoing community education and 
awareness raising campaign (June-July).  

4. Meeting with local MPs and writing to 
national MPs to inform them of our 
campaign, our opinions and our wishes 
(June- July). 

5. Culmination of public campaign with a 
ñPlastic Bags arenôt Free!ò day or 
weekend. Here we will attempt to get as 
many retailers as possible to charge a 
levy on plastic bags over the day or 
weekend. This will be combined with 
multiple fun, creative and engaging 
activities happening throughout the city 
(late July). 

6. Conduct surveys to determine the effect 
of the ñPlastic Bags arenôt Freeò campaign 
(before and after event).  

 
Lydie Schmidt 
Year 12 
 
 

 

 
 
Weekly Food Hamper 
 
For a number of years now Columba 
students from Miss Easonôs class right 
through to Year 13 have been 
involved in a very worthwhile weekly 
Outreach. 
 
Each week a form class is rostered on 
to be responsible for filling the Food 
Hamper which is taken to Presbyterian 
Support in Moray Place for distribution 
in the city. 

 
Caitlin Doran-Taylor and Priyal Patel, Year 8 sorting the Food 

Hamper 



 

 

Shanghai Summer Camp 
from Students from 
International Sister-Cities 
of Shanghai 
 

The Shanghai Municipal Education 
Commission has invited students from its sister 
cities around the world to attend a summer 
camp in Term Three of this year.  All expenses 
within China apart from spending money will 
be covered by the Commission. 
 

Five Dunedin students have been selected to 
represent our city at the summer camp with 
three of them from Columba: 
 

 Joanna Brook Year 11 
 Penelope Couper Year 11 
 Holly Cadzow Year 10 
 
Catherine OôDonnell Jackways of Year 10 is 
the travelling reserve. 
 

What a wonderful opportunity for the five 
Dunedin students to spend three weeks in 
Shanghai with students from sister cities! 

 

Warehouse Stationery 
ñBack Your Schoolò 
Programme 
 
Thank you very much to the many parents who 
bought their childrenôs 2009 stationery 
requirements at Warehouse Stationery and 
nominated Columba College for the ñBack your 
Schoolò Programme. 
 
As a result Columba College was in the Top 
200 schools in New Zealand earning a rebate 
of $2,520. 
 
The rebate takes the form of vouchers that can 
be used to pay for purchases for the school at 
any branch of Warehouse Stationery.  The 
vouchers will expire on the 31st December, 
2009 if they are unused. 
 
The items we decide to purchase will be 
mentioned in a subsequent newsletter, but in 
the meantime warm thanks again for making 
this ñwindfallò possible. 

 

 

Mid -Year Examinations  
 

For Years 9 to 13 students these begin on Wednesday, 24th June and conclude on Tuesday, 
30th June.  Term Two ends on Friday, 3rd July. 
 

Only Years 11 to 13 students have study leave during the examinations. 
 

Years 9 and 10 students attend school as usual throughout the examination period. 
 

Reports  
 

Years 1 to 8 mid-year reports will be posted on Friday, 3rd July. 
 

Years 9 to 13 mid-year reports will be posted to parents the weekend of the 1st and 2nd 
August. 
 

ñMeet the Teacherò Functions 
 

Four will be held early next term  
 

ü Junior School 
ü Years 7 and 8 
ü Years 9 and 10 
ü Years 11 to 13 
 

Dates are still to be confirmed. 
 
 
 



 

 

New Zealand Secondary Schoolsô Orchestra 
 
Natasha Kumar in Year 10 was one of two Dunedin students to attend a week-long course during the 
April school holidays in Christchurch for the New Zealand Secondary Schoolsô Orchestra.  This year 
was the first year that the orchestra operated as a truly New Zealand experience (previous years have 
seen two courses, one in the North Island and one in the South Island). 
 
Natasha was able to meet young players from all over New Zealand, and she loved the experience. 
 

Junior School Concert on Friday, 22nd May 
 
The Junior School pupils, teachers and a small group of visitors enjoyed a delightful concert last 
Friday when a number of pupils performed items.  Eleven pupils sang, and Ryan Whelan and Samuel 
Dippie delivered speeches on Steve Irwin and Louis Braille respectively.  The singers were: 
 
Tessa Campbell and Grace Blackie ï ñI donôt want to play in your Yardò 
Nicole and Alana Samuel ï ñCut Lunch Bluesò 
Kimberley Barker ï "Vespersò 
Bethan Dunstone-Leitch and Annabelle Payne ï ñDear Little Jammy Faceò 
Bethan Dunstone-Leitch ï ñMaybeò 
Quinn Campbell ï ñBare Necessitiesò 
Georgia McLellan ï ñLove Bugò 
Reva Grills ï ñSomewhere Over the Rainbowò 
 

 
Back row (left to right): Annabelle Payne, Bethan Dunstone-Leitch, Georgina McLellan, Kimberley Barker. 

Front row (left to right): Tessa Campbell, Grace Blackie, Nicole Samuel, Alana Samuel, Reva Grills 

 
Left to right: Quinn Campbell, Samuel Dippie, Ryan Whelan 

 



 

 

Year 10 Camp at Deep Cove, Doubtful Sound 
 
Day 1: 
On the 6th May, Year 10 left to go on a four day camp to Deep Cove.  It started with a long bus trip to 
Pearl Harbour where we then had to unload all of the gear out of the buses onto the boats.  We then 
got on the boats and went over to the other side of Lake Manapouri to the West Arm which took us 
just under an hour.  We unloaded all of our gear off the boats and onto the other buses.  We then 
travelled down a 2km underground tunnel in the buses where we had a look at the underground 
Manapouri power station.  After a bit of a look around we then went up to the Deep Cove Hostel where 
we set our rooms up and got ready for our first mini tramp. 
 
ñIt was a relaxing first walk and good to learn about the environment and the plants around us.ò  
Lauren Williams 
 
Day 2: 
We woke up to rain!  We had our cooked breakfast which Ms Riethmaier prepared every morning then 
got ready to go on our first proper tramp.  The Old Deep Cove track took us most of the morning. 
 
ñIt was lots of fun.  There were lots of interesting things in the bush to look at.ò  Laura Carruthers 
 
After lunch, we went into our groups and completed activities that were planned for us.  There was a 
short walk, going out onto the water and completing a number of tasks like testing for salt water and 
another activity which involved team-bonding games. 
 
Day 3: 
It was a sunny day and everyone was grateful it wasnôt raining which was wonderful as we were going 
out on the Real Journeys boat.  The highlight for a lot of us was seeing a large number of dolphins 
appear all around the boat. 
 
ñI enjoyed going on the Real Journeys boat out to the Tasman Sea where we saw dolphins.ò Shannon 
Morton 
 
We arrived back to the Deep Cove Hostel and then a group of 13 of us went on the Hanging Valley 
Track. 
 
ñThe Hanging Valley Track was heaps of fun and it was good to do the walk with all of my friends.  It 
was awesome when we reached the top as the views were amazing!ò  Samara Dalziel 
 
ñI enjoyed dipping my head in the waterfall at the top of the Hanging Valley Track as well as being with 
my friendsò.  Libby Cochrane 
 
While the 13 of us were on the Hanging Valley Track the others went on shorter walks and out on the 
boats fishing. 
 
ñThe highlight for me was fishing as I caught one fish!ò Anna McFarlane 
 
After dinner, we went for a night walk where we saw glow worms and attempted to call for Kiwis but 
werenôt successful. 
 
Day 4: 

We packed for home and were all ready to go when the buses came far earlier than planned.  We had 
to quickly put all of our gear into buses as it had started snowing.  When we got to the top of Wilmot 
Pass the snow had started to settle on the road, making it rather difficult for the bus to get up.  We 
then travelled back over Lake Manapouri to Pearl Harbour, and prepared to come back to Dunedin. 
 
Overall, it was heaps of fun and everyone enjoyed it.  We especially want to thank the three parents 
who came with us (Mr E. Baddock, Mr G. McDonald, and Mr S. Metzger) and the staff (Ms J. 
Riethmaier, Mrs C. West, Miss P. Sharma and Mr N. Mains) for a great camp. 
 
Jessie Chapman, Year 10 
 
P.S.  Please could all families of girls who attended the camp check their gear.  Ms Riethmaierôs 
Kathmandu black polar fleece jacket was accidentally taken home by someone at the end of the camp. 
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Caroline Freeman 
 

First Woman Graduate from the 
University of Otago (1885) 

 
Founder of Girton College, Dunedin in 

1886 which merged with Columba 
College in 1915 

 
 

Clare Steele of Wellington holds a 
photograph of her great-great-great-aunt, 
Miss Caroline Freeman, when she was in 
Dunedin recently for her own graduation 

from the University of Otago. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior School Musical  
 

òScrooge ð A Ghost of a Chanceó 
 

Constance Hall on Tuesday, 9th June at 5.00 p.m.  

All welcome. 

 

Chamber Music  Concert  
 

Constance Hall on Tuesday, 9th June at 7.00 p.m.  

All welcome. 
 

This is an opportunity to hear the Columba Chamber groups that will be performing in the Otago 

Secondary Schoolsõ Chamber Music Competition.  

Open Day 2009 
 

Friday, 24th July for both the School and Boarding Residences 

 

Scholarship Examinations for Years 7 and 9 2010 
 

Friday, 31st July 
 

Year 7 9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. 

Year 9 9.30 a.m. to   1.00 p.m. 

 

Closing Date for 2010 Applications for Enrolment  
 

Friday, 14th August 



 

 

BOOK WEEK 2009 
 

Our annual Book Week was celebrated during the week of the 11th ï 15th May, when each day 
brought some new way of recognising the importance of books and reading in the lives of all of us. 
 
Our Monday Assembly keynote speaker was Michael Harlow, a poet who is the current Burns Fellow 
at the University of Otago. Michael has travelled widely and lived in many places. He read some of his 
poems to us and told us how they came to be written. He believes children often have great insight 
into the meanings of words and of life itself. 
 
On Monday morning the Junior School had a visit from the DCC Book Bus. This is what some of them 
said: 
ñThe lady who looked after the bus was Anna and she was kind and considerate. She showed us 
where the childrenôs end was.ò 
ñIf you have a library card you can borrow books from the bus.ò 
ñThe bus drives around so people can borrow books near where they live.ò 
 
Some of our senior girls took part in a lunch-time Literary Scavenger Hunt in the library. There was 
only one rule: computers were off-limits. Teams proved to be very competitive; and some were 
cunning and resourceful! The contest was won by The Seekers (Annie Welvaert, Danielle Browne, 
Dannielle Hall and Jasmin Johnston). 
 
Our Wednesday lunch-time speaker was Su Ikin, the DCC Young Adult Librarian, who spoke about 
Teenspace and helped us forge some useful links between the Columba Library and the Public 
Library. 
 
Library Day Assembly is one of the few occasions when the whole school meets together and is 
always a special time. We all, Years 1 to 13 plus staff, enjoyed a colourful masquerade presented by 
the Intermediate Department. The Year 7 girls had made masks of the characters in the fairy tales 
they had been studying ï The Three Little Pigs and Little Red Riding Hood ï while the Year 8 students 
paraded masks based on classical myths and legends. 
 
This was followed by the presentation of books donated to the Library by each class. In total 197 
books were presented. Thanks are due to all those who donated money for these gifts: many parents 
have been most generous and we know also that some of the girls worked hard to earn the money for 
their donation. Thanks to Mrs A. Freeman, Dr M. Vickers, the Mathematics Department and the Year 
10 Camp girls for their special contributions. 
 
Most of the money raised by the Senior School came from the Hot Chocolate Mufti Day, organised by 
Mrs S. Bishop. In return for her Mufti Day fee each girl received a voucher for hot chocolate, to be 
enjoyed at interval in the comfort of the dining-room, with glossy magazines to peruse. This has been a 
great success ï thank you to Mrs M. Marx, Mrs S. Bishop and Mrs C. Klobukowska, and the students 
who swapped their library duties for the privilege of loading the dishwasher and wiping tables! 
 
The Big Bygone Book Balancing Bonanza aka The Amazing Race was a large, very noisy event in 
which teams of eight from every class in Years 4 to 13 relayed a no-longer-used book on their heads 
across the Sports Centre. Some contestants were heard to murmur that they would have done better if 
they had not washed their hair that morning. The staff team, led by Miss Wilson, performed admirably 
and what they may have lacked in speed they certainly made up for in style. All agreed it was a good 
way to spend a cold lunch-hour.  The team from 9Rt was the overall winner: Olive Dippie (Captain), 
Pintusorn Chantranuwat, Natalie Fong, Natalie Grattan, Kelly Herbison, Erica Lovelock, Maddison 
Skeggs and Sarah Thomas. 
 
The annual Literary Quiz for Years 6 to10 was held in the Sports Centre on Friday. Mrs A. Walker had 
as usual organised a great morning of book questions and spot prizes for the 66 teams, with the help 
of a small army of staff markers, assessors, collectors and crowd controllers. 
 

The winning teams were: 
Year 6 -  Reading Squirrels (Selena Ballantyne, Rileigh Fields, Ben MacMahon, Lily Van Buskirk) 
Year 7 ï Book Busters (Faôaoôosala Lale, Eleanor OôNeill, Kaia Bishop, Momoka Matsubara-Park) 
Year 8 ï Book Masters ( Emily Huddleston, Emma Winders, Modi Deng) 
Year 9 ï Prose Pros (Maddison Skeggs, Sophie Johnston, Angela Jenks, Erica Lovelock) 
Year 10 ï Bookies ( Chloe Anson, Grace Oh, Jessica Alsop, Claire McCorkindale) 



 

 

We are most is grateful for the generous support of those who donated prizes. The School records its 
thanks to the following sponsors: 
* Paper Plus, Golden Centre ð particularly to Mr John Brenssell who kindly came in person to 

present the book prizes his firm had donated.  
*  Roslyn Care Chemist 
*  Rialto  Cinemas 
* Life Pharmacy, Wall Street Mall 
*  The Elford Family 
*  Fresh Choice, Roslyn 
*  Moana Pool 
 
Books and reading are certainly alive and well at Columba. Our students are fortunate indeed. 
 
Helen Thew 
School Librarian 
 

 
ñLittle Red Riding Hoodò by Christina Anson, Year 7 and ñDemeterò by Priyal Patel, Year 8 

 
Year 8 Masks 

 
Year 7 girls with their masks



 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Winter Sports Captains 
 

 
Gemma Cowie, Basketball Co-Captain and Netball; Charlotte OôLeary, Badminton and Cross 

Country; Sophie Hutchison, Soccer and Harriet McDonald, Hockey. 
Absent: Zoe Cadzow, Basketball Co-Captain. 

 

Logan Park Road Race 
 
Sian English, Year 9 was placed 2nd in 
the Junior Girls section held on the 7th 
May. 
 

Orienteering 
 
Nicola Crawford, Year 13 was placed 1st 
in the Long distance and 2nd in the Sprint 
distance at the South Island Schoolsô 
Orienteering Championships held in 
Christchurch on the 23rd and 24th April. 
 

Tennis 
 
Ryan Whelan in Year 6 has been 
selected for the Otago 10s team for the 
South Island Tennis Quad Event in 
Timaru to be held over Queenôs Birthday 
Weekend.  He has also just recently won 
the Balmacewan Tennis Club Boysô 
Singles Under 13 Championship. 

Donation to the School by Foley 
Plumbers 
 

The School acknowledges with appreciation the generous 
donation of ten assorted sports balls by Foley Plumbers, 
Dunedin.  The gift comprises: four Lotto soccer balls, two 
Touch Rugby balls, two Netballs and two Basketballs. 

 
Samantha Edgar 
Sports Prefect 



 

 

 

Wrestling 
 

Jessica Todd in Year 13 will be selected for next year's Commonwealth Games if she wings a medal at the 

Commonwealth championships in New Delhi later this year. 
 

Jessica proved her potential when she won a gold medal at the Australia Cup in Melbourne. 
 

Jessica jumped two grades to compete in the open 67kg class and beat the experienced international and 

Australian champion Cassie Fields (26) of Victoria. 
 

Jessica, the most promising female wrestler in New Zealand, is coached by Alan Rolton at the Dunedin 

Combat Sports School.  She competed in Australia because there is no competition for her in New Zealand. 
 

The Australia Cup was designated by the Australian Wrestling Federation as a qualifying event for the 

world championships and the Commonwealth Games. 
 

It took Jessica just 30 seconds to beat Field by a pin.  She also won a gold medal in the 60kg school cadet 

class when she was unopposed. 
 

This effort has forced the New 

Zealand wrestling selectors to 

designate the Commonwealth 

championships as a qualifying 

event for the Commonwealth 

Games. 
 

Jessica the New Zealand champion 

in her age group, has been wrestling 

since the age of eight and won 

several national titles. 
 

Her best international performance 

was to win a gold medal in the girls 

under-16 63kg class at the Down 

Under Games on the Gold Coast in 

2007.  Wrestlers from the United 

States, Australia and New Zealand   

participated in the event.   
 

Article by Alistair McMurran, ODT 
 

 

 
Jessica Todd 

Photo courtesy of the ODT 

 

 
Queenôs Birthday Weekend will provide everyone with a welcome break and time to draw breath 
before the mid-year examinations.  Schools in Otago will also be closed for Otago Jumbo Day on 
Tuesday, 2nd June to enable teachers to continue their planning for the implementation of the New 
Zealand Curriculum Document in 2010.  School resumes on Wednesday, 3rd June at 8.30 a.m. 
 
Straight after Queenôs Birthday Weekend we have the Year 13 Formal on Saturday, 6th June and our 
annual Service at First Church of Otago for all students and their families on Sunday, 7th June at 
10.00 a.m. 
 
The Year 12 Formal, like the Year 11 Formal, was an enjoyable and successful occasion with a happy 
atmosphere.  I commend the Year 12 students on their Formalôs success and their conduct. 
 
A member of the Office staff, Miss L. Rijlaarsdam, who has worked in Accounts for the past 12 years 
has decided to move on to a new position in the city with the 29th May her last day at Columba.  We 
wish Miss Rijlaarsdam all the best for her new position at Bradken. 
 
Best wishes to you all for an enjoyable and relaxing Queenôs Birthday Weekend. 
 
 
Elizabeth Wilson, Principal 
 



 

 

 

 
 

Cattery   
1 Potters Road, North East Valley 

Phone:  473 9156 
Superior Individual Cat Accommodation 

 Family Units available 

 Indoor and outdoor Play rooms  

 Heated Cattery 

 Run by the Barson-McLean Family 

 Hours: Monday to Saturday 9 am to 10.30 am 

  Evenings and Sunday by arrangement 

 

 
 

 
ñPersephoneò by Modi Deng and ñMedusaò by Kay Martin, Year 8 

 

 
Year 10 Camp


