
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 2009 ISSUE 6 

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
We held our first Wearable Arts Competition at Columba on the 17th September to a full audience in 
the Caroline Freeman Theatre.  It was great to see the enthusiasm with which the Years 7 and 8 girls 
in particular embraced this opportunity to be creative.  We all enjoyed the evening, have confidence 
that there will be even more entries in 2010 and also gained some useful ideas about ways to 
streamline the evening.  The judge was Ms Alexandra Kennedy, former HOD Art at Samuel Marsden 
Collegiate in Wellington, artist and part-time lecturer in Art at Otago Polytechnic.  Results follow: 
 
Years 7 and 8 
1st Aïcha Wijland 
 ñTree Spriteò 
 Model Lily van Buskirk 
Runner-up Kiri Lenagh-Glue 
 ñCasino Robeò 
 Model Kiri Lenagh-Glue 
 
Years 9 and 10 
1st Bella Hurley-Skegg 
 ñCard Game Queenò 
 Model Bella Hurley-Skegg 
Runner-up Jessie Burgess  
 ñGlistening Visionò 
 Model Jessie Burgess 

 
Years 11 to 13 
1st Jessica Doré  
 ñColourful Bombò 
 Model Rebecca Doré 
Runner-up Charlotte Foster and Gina Watts 
 ñ60ôsò 
 Model Gina Watts 
 
 
Overall Supreme Award Winner - Jessica Doré,  
 Year 12 
 

 
 

 

 

The Cast of the 2009 
Senior Drama 

Production 
Artemisia and Hildegard, a One 
Act play by Carolyn Gage, and 
an Adaptation of The Worldôs 
Wife by British poet laureate, 

Carol Ann Duffy 
 

Clockwise: Aislinn Furlong, 
Libby McMahon, Ashleigh 

Keen, Yumeki Ando, Amrita 
Baweja, Makoto Teramoto, 

Lucy Kent, Gemma Lindsay, 
Alexandra Shiels, Sarah 

Robertson, Samantha Allen 
and Georgina Martin. 

 
The girls and Dr Devereux are 

to be congratulated on an 
outstanding production. 

 
 



 

 

Staff News 
 
Mr S. Warburton is currently on extended sick 
leave and is not expected to be back for next 
term.  We have been very saddened by the 
news of Mr Warburtonôs ill-health and wish him 
all the best during the period of his 
convalescence.  Mrs J. Dysart will continue to 
teach the Year 12 Geography class until the 
girls go on study leave on the 10th November.  
Mrs S. Chrisp and Mrs A. Wafer will begin 
teaching Mr Warburtonôs Year 9 Social Studies 
classes (a class each) during Term Four. 
 
Mrs D. Harley has agreed to be our Centre 
Manager for the 2009 NCEA External 
Examinations in November as Mr Warburton 
has advised regretfully that he will be unable to 
carry out the duties of Centre Manager this 
year. 
 
Mrs J. Anstey has been granted leave to 
accompany her husband on sabbatical leave to 
Cambridge University and will be absent for 
Term Four from week 2.  Mrs P. Dunbar who 
relieved in the Languages Department last 
year will teach all of Mrs Ansteyôs classes 
during her leave.  Mrs E. Kelly will be Acting 
HOD Languages during Term Four. 
 
Miss L. Tustin BSc, BTchg(Sec) has been 
appointed to a permanent full-time position in 
the Intermediate Department, and Mrs D. 
Hutton BTchLn (Canterbury), AMusTCL, 
ATCL (Piano), NZIRMT has been appointed to 
a fixed term full-time position for 2010 in the 
Junior School. 
 
Mrs A. Vaughan joined our Accounts Office 
during this term as an Administration Assistant.  
Mrs Vaughan has had previous experience in 
schools as an Administrator and Secretary, 
and also in hospitality and marketing in her 
home country of Canada.  She has a Diploma 
in Hospitality Management and a Certificate in 
Marketing Management (Canadian 
qualifications). 
 
Mrs Vaughanôs hours of work in term time are: 
 

Monday and Wednesday  
9.00 a.m. to 2.45 p.m.  
Tuesday and Thursday  
9.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 
Friday  
9.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. 
 
 

Sargood House (new 
Visual Arts Classrooms) 
 
The Grounds staff have been busy, having just 
completed the sowing of the lawn around 
Sargood House.  The old concrete driveway to 
the property has been removed and hedge 
plants have been planted across the driveway 
to match the existing hedge. 
 
In the summer months the area below Braemar 
is a popular lunch spot for the girls as the trees 
provide shade.  With even more lawn in the 
area, more girls will find this to be an attractive 
place for recreation and lunch. 
 

TaxiCharge Cards  
(for Boarding Students) 
 
We would like to remind all parents of boarding 
students and the boarders themselves that all 
boarders are required to have a personal 
TaxiCharge card. 
 
The TaxiCharge system was put in place at the 
beginning of this year to ensure that each 
boarder had a personal charge card for her taxi 
rides and that a group ride (three boarders, for 
example, in one taxi) could be divided and 
charged individually to the girls concerned. 
 
Now that TaxiCharge is in place for the 
Boarding-House, no boarder is permitted to 
charge a taxi ride to the Columba College 
account.  We have advised Dunedin Taxis that 
the College will not be liable for taxi rides 
charged to its account by students. 
 
 

Parking Issues 
 
From time to time, residents in Tyne and Oban 
Streets in particular express concern about 
vehicles being parked over their driveways. 
 
It is time for a further reminder about the 
inconvenience this practice creates for residents 
who are unable to enter or exit their properties. 
 
We all acknowledge the special parking and 
traffic issues in the area and the limited number 
of parking places available for parents of both 
schools (Kaikorai and Columba) dropping off 
and picking up children, but we do need to be 
mindful of our local residentsô concerns in this 
regard. 



 

 

Parentsô Association Donations 
 
The Parentsô Association and its hard-working 
Committee continues to do excellent work for 
the College, organising and supporting events 
and raising essential funds which make a real 
difference to what we are able to provide ï 
they help us resource the important ñextrasò. 
 
The Quiz night on the 21st August was a 
relaxed and enjoyable social occasion with 
$2,631.40 also raised.  ñThe Spring into Artò 
Exhibition is the Parentsô Association next 
major event, and we hope that everyone has 
noted the dates of the 30th October to the 1st 
November in the calendar. 
 
From the 2009 Fair proceeds, the College has 
received a cheque for $23,972.50 which is a $ 
match for the grant from the Community Trust 
of Otago to fund the purchase of ICT hardware 
for Years 1 to 8.  All primary schools in Otago 
are receiving this very generous grant from the 
Community Trust to fund ICT hardware ï the 
grants are roll-related and are to be matched 
by a corresponding $ amount from the 
individual school. 
 
At Columba we are the very fortunate 
recipients of $47,945 of ICT hardware going 
into our Years 1 to 8 classes. 
 
With the money, we have purchased: 

ü 12  Interactive Whiteboards (Promethean) 
(one for each Junior School class and 
five for the Intermediate Department) 

ü 6  Data Projectors for the Junior School 
ü 3  Laptops for the Junior School (to be 

used by individual pupils for GATE 
extension activities/Special Needs tasks) 

ü 5  Desktop computers for the Intermediate 
Department (one each for the five 
classrooms) 

ü 4  Printers for the Intermediate Department 
ü 25 Optical mice for the Intermediate laptops 
ü 11 Wireless keyboards (6 for Junior School 

and 5 for the Intermediate Department) 
 
The Parentsô Association has also committed 
funds from the 2009 Fair to augment the 
proceeds from the 2008-2009 Business 
Directory which were tagged to fund an 
outdoor fitness centre for the Year 7 and up 
girls on the Bishopscourt campus.  A steering 
committee of the Parentsô Association was set 
up to look into the outdoor fitness centre and it 
has done a lot of work investigating the best 
site and equipment.  The slope of some 
locations (and the resulting cost of 
excavations) and the proximity of others to 
drives/hard-surfaced paths/fire exits precluded 
some sites from consideration.  The Years 7 to 

10 girls were also surveyed about the types of 
equipment they would most like to have, 
though it is important to emphasise that the 
outdoor fitness centre will be available for all 
students to use. 
 
Of the limited number of potential sites 
available, the green space immediately behind 
the Sargood Block (Mathematics) has been 
found to be the best and the most economical 
to develop. 
 
The Parentsô Association has made a number 
of applications to various Trusts for grants to 
assist with this project, and once the success 
of these applications is known, the Committee 
should be in a position to have the outdoor 
fitness centre installed over the Christmas 
holiday period. 
 
The outdoor chessboard and two sets of 
ñFoursò below the Library which the girls have 
been enjoying this term have also been 
donated by the Parentsô Association, and have 
been a good litmus test to ascertain the 
potential use of the outdoor fitness centre. 
 
A data projector has also been donated 
recently by the Parentsô Association to the 
Visual Arts Department, as well as the annual 
renewal of our WorldBook online subscription 
to the School Library. 
 
 

Our Year 7 students have all been learning 
how to use (and have fun with) World Book 
Online. 
This is a useful and user-friendly electronic 
encyclopedia which we are encouraging the 
girls to use in preference to Google or 
Wikipedia for homework and research. 
It works on several levels of difficulty so is 
suitable for the whole family. It includes all 
the information in our 22 -volume printed 
encyclopedia plus an atlas, dictionary and 
interactive clips, and is updated daily. 
www.worldbookonline.com 
On the school network use the ID: columba;  
password: worldbook. You can access it from 
home using the remote ID: colcol; password: 
families. The subscription is paid for by the 
Parents' Association and access is available to 
the whole school community. We warmly 
encourage you and your family to use it. 
 
Helen Thew  
School Librarian  
 

http://www.worldbookonline.com/


 

 

The House Mid-Winter 
Christmas Dinner  

 
This popular annual event held on Saturday, 
19th September was a very enjoyable 
occasion, attended by all the boarders, the 
Year 13 boardersô parents, House staff and 
members of the House Committee.  The 
atmosphere was festive with the dining-room 
beautifully decorated by the Year 13 boarders 
and Father Christmas making a surprise visit 
during dinner with a sackful of goodies!  Mrs M. 
Marx and the catering staff are to be 
congratulated on the sumptuous dinner they 
prepared for 140 people which was followed by 
entertainment in the Recreation Room with 
everyone enjoying the fun and good humour of 
the Year level items. 
 
Hayley Jenkins-McCaw, Head of House, and 
Courtney Morton, Deputy Head of House, and 
all the Year 13 boarders deserve a very special 
commendation for their organisation of the 
2009 House Christmas Dinner, their hard work 
preparing for it and for the excellent tone and 
atmosphere of the occasion.  Well done, girls! 
 

Chinese Speech 
Competition 
 
Sarah Agyeman in Year 11 (pictured with Ms 
A. Chen, Chinese Teacher) is one of four 
students in New Zealand to have won an all-
expenses-paid trip to China from the 21st 
October to the 1st November this year.  Sarah 
was one of three students chosen from the 
South Island regional competition to compete 
in the national finals. 
 
Sarah was placed 2nd in the New Zealand 
Chinese Speech Competition held in Auckland 
and in October will head to China to watch the 
International Chinese Speech Competition in 
Si Chung province.  Well done, Sarah! 
 

 
 

 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Aspire Scholarship 
 
A total of 16 Aspire Scholarships has been 
awarded in this the sixth year of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Scholarship 
programme.  Of the 16, two were awarded to 
students in the South Island with one going to 
Christchurch and the other to Dunedin. 
 
Warmest congratulations to Kate Manson in 
Year 13 on being the recipient of an Aspire 
Scholarship. 
 

 
Kate Manson, Year 13 

Recipient of a PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Aspire Scholarship 

 
Kate will receive a contribution towards her 
University tuition fees valued at $7,000.00 over 
the course of her degree as well as receiving 
mentoring support from PwC, the opportunity 
to develop valuable relationships and networks 
and summer holiday employment while at 
University. 
 
 

 
Nicola Crawford, Year 13 

Winner of the Natcoll Futures Flash 
Competition and of an iPod shuffle 

 

 
Annabel Drummond, Year 10 

National Finalist in the Young Performer 
Awards 

to be held in Invercargill 
(the first weekend of next term) 



 

 

  

2010 School Trip to China 
 
Dates: Friday, 26th March ï Sunday, 18th April 
(last week of Term One plus the term holidays) 
 
This three-week trip is open to girls in Year 10 and above next year.  Girls do not have to be 
learning Chinese to participate. 
 
Up to four more girls could still be accommodated on the 2010 trip.  Please contact the School 
Office if you would like to receive more information about the trip for your daughter. 
 
The cost is $5,183.00 which covers return airfares Dunedin to Shanghai and the internal flights 
from Shanghai to Xian and Beijing to Shanghai, overnight train from Xian to Beijing, all airport 
taxes, the week in Shanghai (all costs), the hotels and breakfasts in Xian and Beijing and the 
arranged sightseeing in Xian and Beijing (also Shanghai).  
 
Not included are Passport and Chinese Visa, spending money, lunches/dinners in Xian and 
Beijing, plus snacks, the Peking Duck dinner in Beijing and the excursion to the Olympic Park 
and Water Cube. 
 
Itinerary:  Shanghai, Hangzhou, Suzhou, Xian and Beijing. 
 

 

 
 

RoboCup Challenge (designed to promote interest in Science and 

Technology) 
 

Otago Regional Competition 
 
Senior Search and Rescue 
1st  Aimee King, Annie Welvaert, Flavia 
Wilson (Year 11). 
 
Senior Dance 
1st  Courtney Cunningham, Sophie 
Johnston, Maddison Skeggs and Katie Swire 
(Year 9). 
 

Nationals 
 
Senior Search and Rescue 
3rd  Aimee King, Annie Welvaert, Flavia 
Wilson (Year 11). 
 
Senior Dance 
3rd  Courtney Cunningham, Sophie 
Johnston, Maddison Skeggs and Katie Swire 
(Year 9).

 
 
 

 

 
Ban Dohan, Year 9 

1st Prize (ages 11 to 13) 
2009 Youth Art Exhibition 

Otago Art Society 

 
Back row: Katie Swire, Mr L. Smith, Annie Welvaert, Flavia 

Wilson and Maddison Skeggs. 
Front row: Aimee King, Sophie Johnston and Courtney 

Cunningham. 



 

 

National Standards for Years 0 to 8 
 
There has been significant media interest in 
the Governmentôs recent announcements 
about the implementation of National 
Standards for Primary and Intermediate 
Schools.  The expressed aim of the National 
Standards is to lift the levels of achievement in 
literacy and numeracy for Years 0 to 8 pupils. 
 
Consultation with the Primary and Intermediate 
sectors has taken place nationally with Mrs M. 
Hogg, Mrs M. van Aart and Mrs A. Walker 
attending local meetings. 
 
The Minister of Education, Mrs Anne Tolley, 
has recently advised the timeframe for the 
implementation of the National Standards. 

 
National Standards will be published and 
distributed to schools in October of this year. 
They will come into effect in 2010, and schools 
will be required to assess students against the 
standards and report in plain language to 
parents about their childôs progress and 
achievement.  
 
Schools will begin submitting data to the 
Ministry of Education in 2012, against targets 
set for National Standards achievement in their 
2011 charters. No decisions have yet been 
taken about what that information will look like 
or how it will be collected.  

 

Timeline for implementing National Standards 

Oct 2009  National Standards are gazetted, published and distributed to schools 

 Boards include implementing National Standards as a priority in their 
2010 charters 

2010  Standards come into effect and schools are required to use them to 
guide teaching and learning 

 Schools report to parents about their childôs progress and achievement 
against the standards 

 Schools develop their 2011 charters, which will include baseline data 
and targets against National Standards 

2011  Schools work with the standards and report to parents about their 
childôs progress and achievement against the standards 

 Schools work to National Standards targets set out in their 2011 
charters 

2012  Ministry receives annual reports that include school-level data against 
targets set for National Standards achievement 

 
Further information is available on National Standards at the Ministry of Education website: 
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/   
 
 

 
 

 

Two Cups gifted to the College 
 
We express our appreciation to the Morgan and Whitefield families for their kind donation of two 
cups to the College.  Both will be presented for the first time at the Senior Prize-Giving in 
December. 
 

The Libby Morgan Trophy for  
Excellence in Level Three Physical Education 

 
The Whitefield Cup for 

The Most Committed Player 
Columba College First XI Soccer Team 

 

 

http://www.minedu.govt.nz/


 

 

Monetary Policy Challenge  
 

The five Year 13 girls in our 2009 Monetary 
Policy Challenge team are to be commended 
on their presentation at the Regional Finals.  
All the girls have said how much they gained 
from their preparations for the Finals and 
expressed appreciation of the opportunity to 
talk about monetary policy with Mr Rodney 
Jones.  
 

They didnôt make it to the National Finals but 
agreed it was a very worthwhile experience 
and that they had learnt a lot. 

 
Left to right: Elizabeth Fraser, Naomi 

Ireland, Kate Manson, Leah Coghill and 
Alice Hunter 

 

German Competition: Eric 
Herd Award 2009 
 

This yearôs Eric Herd Award was held at 
Columba College since we were last yearôs 
winning school. We entered two teams, the 
Year 11 German class and one Year 9 class. 
Both classes wrote skits around the topic: 
ñAuch ein blindes Huhn findet einmal ein Kornò 
(roughly translated: Every dog has its day) with 
very different outcomes. While the Year 9 class 
performed a play called ñGermanyôs got Talentò 
which featured animal owners and human pets 
performing various tricks and being judged by 
a panel of animal judges, the Year 11 came up 
with a play called ñChickerellaò, which was an 
adaptation of Cinderella, starring many 
chickens, songs, dance and, of course, the 
famous love story with a happy ending.  
 

Both classes organised themselves very well 
on the night and performed brilliantly, which 
lead to a well-deserved second prize for the 
Year 11 ñChickerellaò plot. The girls were 

motivated and the Year 11 play was even 
mainly self-directed, with the students 
organising costumes, music and directing the 
action on stage. First prize went to Logan Park 
High School, with Queenôs High School being 
third. Overall the evening was a great success, 
not only because of the hosting and judging by 
the University of Otago German Department 
staff and students but also because of the 
different schoolsô valuable participation and 
entertaining contributions. I would like to thank 
the girls for their hard work and enthusiasm as 
well as for the parent and school support which 
all helped to make the Eric Herd Award 2009 a 
great night.  
 

Anna Noble 
Teacher of German 
 

National Childrenôs 
Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland ï October 2009 
 

This week, eight young people from Dunedin 
are heading over to the island of Iona to 
participate in the Church of Scotlandôs National 
Childrenôs Assembly, which will be held from 
the 10th to the 13th October.  These young 
people all have strong links with Highgate 
and/or Columba College, and will represent the 
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New 
Zealand.  They are Frea Anderson, Fenella 
Christensen, Adelaide Dunn, Ashleigh Neill 
and Joanne Schep from Columba College, 
Tom Kelk, Micah and Luke Davis-Rae from 
McGlashan.  Rachel Blair, a Columba College 
Old Girl and past member of our congregation, 
now living in Scotland, will be attending the 
Assembly as a leader.  During their time 
together the children will explore the theme of 
the homecoming, a key part of which will be 
the journey to Iona.  They will explore what it 
means to be part of the Body of Christ 
worldwide and part of the Communion of 
Saints ï past, present and future.  The older 
children in the NZ delegation will be involved in 
assisting with leadership.  Our thanks to Linda 
Pollock for extending the invitation for our 
young people to attend the Childrenôs 
Assembly and to the Presbyterian Churchôs 
Global Mission Office for its generous financial 
support.  Please pray that our young people 
and their parents will enjoy safe travel and a 
stimulating time in which their faith in God and 
understanding of the Church will be deepened. 
 

     
Frea Anderson Fenella 

Christensen 
Adelaide Dunn Ashleigh Neill Joanne Schep 



 

 

Hill Jack Campus 
 

Junior School parents and children will have noticed the activity by our Grounds staff near the 
Highgate pedestrian entry to the campus.  We have decided to remove the island bed (relocating the 
two Kowhai trees) as it was becoming too much of a criss-cross of ñroutesò for playing children, and 
also one specimen tree.  The area will be grassed to maximize the childrenôs playing space in this part 
of the grounds. 
 

SADD ï students find fun ways to fundraise! 
 
During Term 3 the students of the SADD group 
have been busy fundraising. SADD week is a 
national initiative to help raise awareness 
amongst school students of the dangers of 
driving drunk.  Columba students found several 
novel ways of getting this important message 
across to their peers. First up was a SADD 
mufti day where the girls sold SADD 
wristbands, to raise funds for their own group 
and the national campaign. They also 
organised for every form class to watch a video 
interview with a young New Zealand man, left 
permanently disabled as the result of a drink 
driving accident.  
 
This clearly had a big impact on the Columba 
students who attended the SADD netball 
match against John McGlashan  in their 
droves. Of course, it did help that the two 
teams had swapped netball uniforms for the 
day, which added to the comic value, and that 
some of the boys from John McGlashan had 
even gone as far as sporting pink tights for the 
occasion! 

The week was rounded off in great style with 
the SADD lipsynch pulling in an even bigger 
crowd. Vikki Hughes-Hallett did a great job as 
MC of the event and our thanks go out to 
Bronson Tumai, Lower South Island Co-
ordinator for taking on the role of judge. Stars 
of the show were the Prefects and the students 
also loved the performances from a few daring 
staff members. Mrs Harris and Dr Vickers are 
to be particularly congratulated on their 
respective performances as a ñModò and a 
ñWild Thingò! 
 
All these events have ensured a healthy 
balance in the SADD account which will allow 
this important peer education initiative to 
continue in 2010.  Well done to all the 
members of the 2009 SADD group who put so 
much effort into organising these events. They 
should be rightfully proud of themselves.  
 
Elaine Kelly  
SADD Co-ordinator  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Datong High School Visitors 
 
We would like to thank the families who hosted a student or teacher when Datong High School, our 
sister school in Shanghai, visited Columba College.  The host students were: 
 
Claire Anglin 
Ezra and Luka Barson-McLean 
Alexander Black (Old Boy) 
Jacinta and Adelaide Dunn 
Kate Fowler 
Ellen Gipp 
Natalie Grattan 
Holly Hanson 

Kelly Herbison 
Jasmine Hiku 
Aidan Hung 
Tineke Jannink 
Lucy and Helen Kent 
Eleanor OôNeill 
Hannah Pearson 
Emily Wesley-Jones 

 

 
 

National Secondary Schoolsô Debating Championships 
 
Alice Marsh and Alice Waterman, Year 13 students at Columba College, along with Kurt Purdon of 
OBHS were selected to be the Otago/Southland debating team to compete in the national finals. 
 
The team was placed 5th overall with the OBHS debating coach who accompanied the team to 
Wellington saying: ñThey are excellent debaters and are fine representatives of both your school and 
the Otago/Southland region.  It is a very stressful event when faced with the countryôs 36 best 
debaters and they put in a huge effort.ò 
 

Years 11 and 12 Public Speaking Competitions 
 
Year 12 
1st Biddy Skerten 
2nd Tilley Carroll 
3rd  Nicole Martyn 
 
Highly Commended:  
Katie Whitefield and Yijing Wei. 
Class Representatives:  
Gemma Cowie, Abbey Jenkins-McCaw and 
Cassandra Todd. 
 
 

Year 11 
1st Sarah Agyeman  
2nd Melanie Redding 
3rd= Renée Hodgkinson 
3rd= Christy Nicholls 
3rd= Kate Waterman 
 
Class Representatives:  
Yumeki Ando, Danielle Browne, Emma Bull, 
Imogen Davis, Charlotte Foster, Helen Kent, 
Stephanie  Lambie, Chiao Lin, Satoi Onoue, 
Miranda Waterworth and Flavia Wilson. 



 

 

Vocabulary Olympics 2009 
 

Gold Medallist: Top 1% of 27,000 
competitors from around the 
world (more than 3,000 points) 
 
Abigail Burgess  
Chiao Lin 
Gabrielle Mogil Abigail Burgess, Chiao Lin and Gabrielle Mogil 
 

Silver Medallist: Top 5% of 27,000 competitors from around the world (more than 2,000 points) 
Sarah Agyeman 
Sze Ooi 
 

Bronze Medallist: Top 10% of 27,000 competitors from around the world (more than 1,000 
points) 
Melissa Austen 
Ashleigh Brenssell 
Aislinn Furlong 

Ashleigh Keen 
Helen Kent 
Hannah MacDiarmid 

Amanda Navaratne 
Annie Welvaert 

 

Otago and Southland Concours Oral 
 

Year 13 
Alice Waterman 4th Place 2nd Prize (competed for National placing 

and a trip to France) 
Year 12 
Ava Atkinson-Barclay 2nd Place 1st Prize (in the draw for two week  
  stay in New Caledonia) 
Aislinn Furlong 1st Place (ADV) (due to time spend in immersion  Alice Waterman 
  school Aislinn is not eligible for the trip  
  to New Caledonia) 
Ashleigh Brenssell Excellence Certificate 
 
Year 11 
Sophie Borland Excellence Certificate Ava Atkinkson-Barclay 
Annie Welvaert Excellence Certificate 
 
Year 10 
Tatiana Biggemann Excellence Certificate 
Annabel Drummond Excellence Certificate  
Grace Swain Excellence Certificate 
  Aislinn Furlong 
Year 9 
Farah Kadada 1st Prize  
Maddison Skeggs 4th Place  Excellence Certificate  
Frea Anderson Excellence Certificate 
Adelaide Dunn Excellence Certificate 
Sarah Graham Excellence Certificate 
Sophie Johnston Excellence Certificate Farah Kadada 
   

 

 
 
 
 
Georgina Martin, representative of the Columba College 
Enviroschools Committee, speaks in support of 
Enviroschools at the forum organised by Dunedin high 
school students following the announcement of the 
Governmentôs decision to cut funding to the Enviroschools 
programme. 



 

 

 

 
2009 Otago Mathletics 
 
Year 11 
1st Chiao Lin, Ruth Sun and 

Nichakorn Tuchinda. 
 
Year 12 
1st Sophie Bang, Sandy Chu 
 and Katie Whitefield.  
 
Back row: Katie Whitefield and 
Sophie Bang. 
Front row: Sandy Chu, Ruth Sun and 
Chiao Lin. 
Absent: Nichakorn Tuchinda. 
 
  
 

 

Kim Schultz 
 

Research by Kim Schultz in Year 8 for the Otago Science 
and Technology Fair attracted a lot of media interest and 
raised questions about the safety of scoop-served ice-
cream. 
 
Testing of vanilla ice-cream bought from 17 Dunedin dairies 
showed that five were contaminated with E. Coli bacteria at 
levels far above those permitted by the New Zealand Food 
Safety Authority.  The test results highlighted the critical 
need for good hygiene.  Kim said that finding bacterial 
contamination in nearly a third of the samples was ñscaryò. 
 
Kimôs research shows that a young scientist, using correct 
scientific methods, can produce significant results.  Her 
findings were recognised by two Awards ï The NZ Institute 
of Food Science and Technology Award and The  
Otago Medical Research Foundation Award. 
 

 

 

 

Shanghai Sister 
City Summer 
Camp 
 
Five fortunate Dunedin 
secondary school students 
attended the 2009 Shanghai 
Sister City Summer Camp in 
July for two weeks.  In 
Shanghai they met students 
from all around the world from 
other Sister Cities and enjoyed 
the many opportunities to see 
the sights of Shanghai and to 
experience Chinese culture. 

Pictured with two students from LPHS are the Columba 
representatives:  Holly Cadzow (left), Penelope Couper (centre) 

and Joanna Brook (right). 

 



 

 

 

 
A range of Year levels enjoying the new outdoor ñFoursò. 

 

 
Imara Jones in Year 7 planning her next move.



 

 

Senior Schools Science 
Quiz 
Year 13 
Distinction  
Harriet McDonald. 
Merit  
Amy Chu and  Harriet McDonald 
Alice Waterman.  
 
Year 11 
Distinction  
Melissa-Jane Austen. 
 Melissa ïJane Austen 
 

New Zealand Speech 
Board Certificates ï 
OCESOL: Oral 
Communication in English 
for Speakers of Other 
Languages 
 

Intermediate 
Merit 
Avila Kan and Suraswadee Ratvakin. 
 

Foundation Grade 
Distinction 
Pintusorn Chantranuwat, Hoi Hang Fong and 
Korapin Phatanodorn. 
Merit 
Tanyadhorn Chokkanapitak, Areeya 
Jirattikansakul and Prawwan Sanmoya. 
 

Australian Mathematics 
Challenge 
 
The Mathematics Challenge is run by the 
Australian Mathematics Trust. 
 
The Challenge is demanding as it targets the 
top 10 per cent of students in Years 8 to 11 
throughout Australia and New Zealand. 
 
The following three students did exceptionally 
well: 
 
Chiao Lin Distinction 
Lisa Song Merit 
Ruth Sun Merit 
 
These three students, as a result, were invited 
to sit the four hour long Australian Mathematics 
Olympiad Competition Paper on Thursday, 
13th August. 
 

Aurora Otago Science and 
Technology Fair 
 
Anne-Sophie Page (Year 8) 
PREMIER AWARD [One of 
the 6 top awards in the Fair]: 
Dairy NZ Award for the Most 
Promising Young Scientist.  
Plus a Marine Science 
Department Award and a 
Zoology Department Award, 
Otago University. 

 
Anne-Sophie 

Page 

 
Year 13 
Nicola Crawford 
Forest & Bird [Dunedin Branch] Award 
NZ Institute of Chemistry Award 
Otago Regional Council Award 
Samantha Edgar 
Forest & Bird [Dunedin Branch] Award 
Otago Regional Council Award 
Guan Yun Qi and Abigail Burgess 
NZ Institute of Chemistry Award 
Aurora Award 
 
Year 11 
Lisa Song 
NZ Institute of Chemistry Award 
Aurora Award 
Dannielle Hall and Imogen Davis 
Childrenôs & Young Peopleôs Research 
Cluster, Otago University Award 
 
Year 8 
Holly Hanson and Holly Baddock 
Dental School, Otago University Award 
Ashleigh Neill 
Dental School, Otago University Award 
Alexandra Menzies 
Forest & Bird [Dunedin Branch] Award 
Priyal Patel and Julia Isoyama 
NZ Society of Soil Science Award 
Aurora Award 
Kay Martin 
Otago Institute Award 
Society of Animal Production Award 
Kim Schultz 
NZ Institute of Food Science and Technology 
Award 
Otago Medical Research Foundation Award 
Aurora Award 
 
Highly Commended 
Eleanor Scoon 
Modi Deng 
Suraswadee Ratvakin 
Ella Barclay and Emma Winders 
Olivia Perry and Liana Pollock 
Caitlin Doran-Taylor and Kenzie-May Smith 
 
 

 



 

 

Australian Science 
Competition 

 
Year 13 
Distinction  
Amy Chu and GuanYun Qi. 
Credit  
Georgina Martin, Harriet McDonald and Le 
Ying Tran. 
 
Year 12 
Distinction   
Sophie Bang and Katie Whitefield. 
Credit  
Gemma Laws, Nicole Martyn, Harriet 
Richardson and Biddy Skerten. 
 
Year 11 
Distinction   
Melissa-Jane Austen and Fiona Nicoll. 
Credit  
Sophie Borland, Joanna Brook, Annika 
Costello, Caitlin Dyas, Sophie Ehlers, 
Dannielle Hall, Courtney Harbrow, Jasmin 
Johnston, Aimee King, Stephanie Lambie, Zoe 
Lenagh-Glue, Chiao Lin, Gabrielle Mogil, Laura 
Paul, Harriet Reith, Sasha Roulston, Laura 
Schep, Ruth Sun, Rose Tansley-Broad, 
Miranda Waterworth, Annie Welvaert and 
Flavia Wilson. 
 
Year 10 
High Distinction  
Grace Oh. 
Distinction  
Jessica Alsop, Alannah Corson-Keogh, Maple 
Goh and Tiffany Robinson. 
Credit  
Chloe Anson, Ruby Beck, Holly Cadzow, 
Gabrielle Crawford, Jacinta Dunn, Kimberley 
Martyn, Claire McCorkindale, Emily Poon, 
Bridget Thayer and Mackenzie Whitaker. 
 
Year 9 
Distinction  
Olivia Dodds, Angela Jenks, Katharine Swire, 
Christina Taylor and Charlotte Williams. 
Credit  
Kita Brazil, Laura Bridger, Amanda Corkin, 
Olive Dippie, Nicola Firth, Ellen Gipp, Ella 
Haig, Sophie Johnston, Farah Kadada, Shirley 
Kim, Ellinor Lee, Youri Lee, Brianna 
Roxborogh, Maddison Skeggs, Dayna Tan, 
Bridget Tompkins, Briar Topp and Sarah 
Woodfield. 
  
Year 8 
High Distinction   
Nanako Shitara. 
Distinction  
Ella Barclay, Ryely Burtenshaw-Day, Isabelle 
Van der Zande and Aïcha Wijland. 

Credit  
Holly Barclay, Amy Carruthers, Holly Hanson, 
Parida Hasdarngkul, Julia Isoyama, Sohanya 
Jones, Lily Kelly, Kiri Lenagh-Glue, Laura 
Napper, Ashleigh Neill, Priyal Patel and Emma 
Winders. 
 
Year 7 
Distinction  
Kaia Bishop. 
Credit  
Caitlin Heale, Imara Jones, Hannah Keane, 
Momoka Matsubara Park, Eleanor OôNeill and 
Judy Park. 
 

ICAS Writing 
 
Year 8 
Distinction 
Ella Barclay and Modi Deng. 
Credit 
Emily Huddleston, Julia Isoyama, Kiri Lenagh-
Glue and Aïcha Wijland. 
 
Year 7 
Credit 
Christina Anson,  Poppy Cooper, Eleanor 
O'Neill, Judy Park and Emily Willis. 
  
Year 6 
Distinction 
Kate Campbell, Chloe Lai and Benjamin 
McMahon. 
Credit 
Camelia Harrison, Alice Jones, Alannah 
Samuel, Connor Sutherland and Lily van 
Buskirk. 
 
Year 5 
Credit 
Silkie Alliott, Shanti Girande, Stephanie 
Jasperse and Olivia Nuttall. 
 
Year 4 
High Distinction 
Claudia Gallagher and Patrick Hantler. 
Distinction 
Andrew Hughes. 
Credit 
Erin Dailey. 
 
 

  

Year 11 Debating Success 
 
Congratulations to Penelope Couper , 
Dannielle Hall and Gabrielle Mogil in 
Year 11 on winning their inter-school 
debate on the 23rd September with John 
McGlashan College and to Gabrielle who 
was named Best Speaker. 
 

 

 



 

 

Columba College Creative Writing Awards 
 
This yearôs competition was judged by Ms Frances Hackshaw, Old 
Girl and English Graduate. 
 
The Cilla McQueen Creative Writing Award for Poetry 
 
Years 7 and 8 
1st Faôaoôosala Lale ñThrough My Windowò 
Runner Up Emily Willis ñWindò  
 
Years 9 and 10 
1st Annabel Drummond ñStringò 
Runner Up Chloe Anson ñFallò 
 
Years 11 to 13 
1st Ava Atkinson-Barclay Untitled poem 
Runner Up Yin Lin ñDouble Facedò 
 
The Elspeth Sandys Creative Writing Award for Prose 
 
Years 7 and 8 
1st Modi Deng ñParadiseò 
Runner Up Emma Winders ñGriefò 
 
Years 9 and 10 
1st Annabel Drummond ñThe Two of Usò 
Runner Up Ellen Gipp ñOnce Upon a Timeò 
 
Years 11 to 13 
1st Alice Waterman ñNumbers Upò 
Runner Up Ava Atkinson-Barclay Untitled prose 

 
Faôaoôosala Lale and Emily Willis 

 
Annabel Drummond and Chloe 

Anson 

 
Ava Atkinson-Barclay and Yin 

Lin 

 
Modi Deng and Emma Winders 

 
Ellen Gipp and Alice Waterman 

 

Columba College Inter-House Debates 
 
Seniors 
1st Iona 
2nd Solway 
3rd Girton 
4th Braemar 

Junior 
1st Iona 
2nd Girton  
3rd Solway 
4th  Braemar 

 

Laboratory Assistant Badges 
 
The following students have earned their Laboratory Assistant badge: 
 
Year 13 (Senior Badge) 
Nicola Crawford, Guan Yun Qi, LeYing Tran and Alice Waterman. 
 
Year 12 
Tilley Carroll, Yin Lin, Melanie Noone and Ariel Tsai. 
 
Year 11 
Renée Hodgkinson, Chiao Lin, Shalini Ramarao, Laura Schep and Kate Waterman. 
 

NZ Post Secondary Schoolsô Poetry Competition 
 
Anna Fielding in Year 12 has received a Highly Commended in the yearôs NZ Post Secondary 
Schoolsô Poetry Competition for her poem óHaikuô.  Only 12 poets received this commendation in a 
very challenging competition. 
 

 
Tha nk you to é 

 
Julia Isoyama and Priyal 

Patel, Year 8  
 
for their thoughtful 
donation to the School 
Library of the book prize 
they won at the Otago 
Science and Technology 
Fair  
 



 

 

World Vision 40 Hour Famine 
 

The students have received a Special Award Certificate from World Vision acknowledging their 
outstanding contribution to the 40 Hour Famine 2009.  A total of $6,793.84 was raised by our students. 
 

  

Impact ï Official Magazine of World Vision New Zealand 
worldvision.org.nz SPRING 09 

 

the schoolgirl: pocket money for Africa 

 
When Faaoo Lale was just 5 years old something extraordinary happened. 
 
The Dunedin schoolgirl attended a World Vision Kids 4 Kids concert and was profoundly moved 
by the plight of children in the developing world. 
 
Despite her young age, Faaoo told her parents she wanted to sponsor a child and agreed she 
wouldnôt get pocket money if they helped her. 
 
Today Faaoo is 11 years old and a pupil at Dunedinôs Columba College. 
 
The globally aware youngster continues to sponsor 10-
year-old Nusura Fathum from the Panyimur community in 
Uganda and has never regretted her decision. 
 
ñThey just donôt have the things that I have like food, water 
and clothing so itôs good that we can help ï we are very 
lucky to live here,ò said Faaoo. 
 
ñShe is about the same age as I and I received a letter a 
while back telling me that she goes to school now, which is 
good.ò 
 
When asked what her message would be to other New 
Zealanders contemplating making sacrifices to sponsor 
children, Faaoo didnôt need to think. 
 
She simply said: ñDefinitely do it.  You get a good feeling 
inside when you do something for somebody else.ò 
 

 

 

  
Aislinn Furlong and Georgina Martin in 

Artemisia and Hildegard 
Otago Secondary Schools Leadersô Breakfast 

Stephanie Lee, Rebecca Taylor, Alison Shanks, Naomi Ireland, 
Hayley Jenkins-McCaw, Samantha Edgar and Mrs S. Harvey 



 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Winter Quadrangular Tournament 
 
Hosted by St. Margaretôs College, Christchurch. 
 
The girls were a pleasure to be with in Christchurch.  We can be proud of their results, conduct on and 
off the field and good sportsmanship. 
 
Representing the College in our Quad teams were: 
 
Hockey 1

st
 XI 

Harriet McDonald (Captain) 
Samara Dalziel  
Charlotte Sutherland 
Lily Le Brun 
Emma Funnell 
Lucy Newton  
Hayley JenkinsïMcCaw 
Courtney Morton 
Abbey Jenkins-McCaw  
Pippa Lucas  
Nali Lee  
Anna McFarlane  
Alexandra Coombes 
Jessie Chapman  
 
Coach: Mrs S. Harvey 
Manager: Mr G. McDonald 
 

Debating 
Alice Marsh (Captain) 
Ava Atkinson-Barclay  
Alice Waterman 
 
Teacher in charge: Mrs M. 
Harris 
 
Badminton 
Charlotte O`Leary (Captain) 
Emma Eckhoff  
Yin Lin  
Mackenzie Whitaker  
 
Teacher in charge: Mrs S. 
Bishop 
 

Netball 
Gemma Cowie (Captain) 
Samantha Edgar  
Alice Brown 
Biddy Skerten  
Emily McKay  
Georgia Callander  
Sophie Napper 
Holly Cadzow  
Zoe Cadzow 
Christine Kirkland  
Bridget Thayer 
 
Coach: Mrs J. Southby 
Manager: Mrs R. Skerten

 
 

SPORT 
 

 

PLACINGS 
 

POINTS 

BADMINTON 1 St. Hilda's  4 
 2 Columba College 3 
 3 Craighead Diocesan School 2 
 4 St. Margaret's College  1 

DEBATING 1 Craighead Diocesan School  4 
 2  Columba College  3 
 3 St. Margaret's College 2 
 4 St. Hilda's 1 

HOCKEY 1 St. Margaret's College 4 
 2 Craighead Diocesan School 3 
 3 St. Hilda's  2 
 4 Columba College 1 

NETBALL 1=  Craighead Diocesan School 3.5 
 1= St. Margaret's College  3.5 
 3 Columba College 2 
 4 St. Hilda's 1 

  
 OVERALL PLACINGS POINTS 

1st Craighead Diocesan School 12.5 

2nd St. Margaret's College 10.5 

3rd Columba College 9 

4th St. Hilda's 8 

 

 
 



 

 

Kiwi Sport Leadership Awards 
 
The following students have successfully completed the course and earned certificates from SPARC 
(Sport and Recreation New Zealand): 
 
Georgia Callander 
Emma Funnell 
Abbey Jenkins-McCaw 
Nicole Maley 
Lucy Newton 
 

Basketball 
 
Zoe Cadzow has been selected in the Otago Womenôs Basketball team that competed in the finals of 
the National Womenôs Basketball Championships in Wellington commencing on Thursday, 20th 
August. 
 
The Columba Senior A Basketball Team has had a very successful season, qualifying for the Senior 
Schoolgirlsô local final and coming 2nd. 
 

 
Back row: Mr G. Smythe (Coach), Holly Cadzow, Hannah Cowie, Alice Brown and Lauren Elsom 

Front row: Jessica Elsom, Gemma Cowie, Holly Cadzow and Katie Whitefield. 
 

Hills Cluster Cross Country 
 

26 Columba College pupils participated in the Hills Cluster Cross Country. 
 
The first 10 placings in the Years 5-6 group automatically qualify for the Otago Primary Schoolsô Cross 
Country. 
 
Year 4 Girls 
1

st
  Erin Dailey 

6
th
  Fiona Schultz 

9
th 

Nicole Samuel 
 
Year 4 Boys 
4

th 
Alexander Byars 

10
th 

Patrick Wennekes 

Year 5 Girls 
4

th
  Annabelle Payne 

5
th
 Isabella Lau 

7
th
  Ella Porter 

 

Year 6 Girls 
2

nd
 Madison Hughes 

10
th 

 Rileigh Fields 
 
 
Year 6 Boys 
3

rd
 Ryan Neill 

6
th
  Guillaume Bennani 

 



 

 

Columba College Cross Country 
 
Year 7 
1st Caitlin Heale 9.25 
2nd Nicole Ker 9.52 
3rd Kaitlynn Wheeler 9.53 

Year 8 
1st Penny Wennekes 9.58 
2nd Priyal Patel 10.13 
3rd Holly Barclay 10.20 

 

Hockey 
 
The 1st XI Hockey team won the Division 2 section of the local Hockey season.  They won the final 
3/nil.  Samara Dalziel scored two goals and Jessie Chapman scored one goal. 
 
The girls in the 1st XI Hockey team are: 
 
Harriet McDonald (Captain) 
Alexandra Coombes 
Jessie Chapman 
Samara Dalziel 
Emma Funnell 
Lily Le Brun 

Abbey Jenkins-McCaw  
Hayley Jenkins-McCaw 
Nali Lee 
Pippa Lucas 
Anna McFarlane 
Courtney Morton 

Shannon Morton 
Lucy Newton 
Charlotte Sutherland 
Mrs S. Harvey (Coach) 
Mr G. McDonald (Manager) 

 

 
Back row: Courtney Morton, Abbey Jenkins-McCaw, Pippa Lucas, Lucy Newton, Nali Lee. 

Middle row: Mrs S. Harvey, Alexandra Coombes, Hayley Jenkins-McCaw, Shannon Morton, Lily 
Le Brun, Mr G. McDonald. 

Front row: Jessie Chapman, Samara Dalziel, Harriet McDonald, Emma Funnell, Charlotte 
Sutherland. 

Absent: Anna McFarlane. 
 

The 2nd XI Hockey team came 3rd in Division 3. 
 
The girls in the 2nd XI Hockey team are: 
 

Ashleigh Keen (Captain) 
Georgina Caley 
Tilley Carroll 
Charlotte Foster 
Gemma Laws 

Constance McDonald 
Leigh McKenzie 
Jennifer Noone 
Melanie Noone 
Laura Paul 

Anna Pedlow 
Lydie Schmidt 
Gina Watts 
 

 


