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Dear Parents and Students,

This newsletter should reach you before our Carol Service on Sunday, 6th December at First Church
of Otago, starting at 6.00 p.m. The Service will be conducted by The Rev. Dr Susan Jones and will be
her last official function at Columba before she leave Dunedin for her new parish in Timaru. Dr Jones
has been a great help to us this year when we have been without a Chaplain and we have all
especially enjoyed her weekly Chapel services.

All are welcome at the Carol Service.

Winners of the South Island Junior Waterpolo Championships
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Columba College Junior Waterpolo Team

Left to right: Hannah Ker, Megan Summers, Sarah McDonald, Jamie Boyce, Heather Thompson,
Vienna Sutherland, Charlotte Boyce, Holly Cadzow, Cindy van Leeuwen, Fern Grant, Tineke
Jannink and Kimberley Martyn (absent: Charlotte Williams)



Staff Appointments

Mr Chris Hilder, BA (Otago), BSc (Canterbury),
DipSecTchg (University of Otago College of
Education) has been appointed to a full-time
position for 2010 and will teach Year 13 Digital
Technology, a Year 11 Digital Technology class
(there will be two), a Year 12 Mathematics class
and a Year 10 Mathematics class.

Mr Hil derds previous
working as an IT Systems Developer, a Web
Designer, lecturing part-time in IT at Otago
Polytechnic and at the Dunedin College of
Education. He is a recent graduate of the
Secondary Teacher training programme at the
University of Otago College of Education.
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Mr Paul Faris, MFA(Hons) (Massey
University), DipSecTchg (Wellington College of
Education), DipFA (Otago Polytechnic School
of Fine Arts) will join the staff next year to
teach three Art classes: a Year 10 class, a
Year 9 class and Year 8 Art (both classes).

MrFarishashad over seven
working in high school, university and
polytechnic design and fine arts disciplines
before moving to Dunedin this year (these
include Massey University, Wellington;
Wellington Institute of Technology; Heretaunga
College, Upper Hutt).
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Mrs Christine Anderson, BSc, MSc (Otago),
DipGrad(Bible College of New Zealand), DipTchg
(Dunedin College of Education), CertTESOL
(Otago Polytechnic) has been appointed to teach
both Year 7 Science classes next year. Mrs
Anderson is from Dunedin but her previous
teaching experience includes four and a half
years at Woodstock School in India where she
was in charge of the Middle School Science
programme (Years 7 to 9) as well as at
Strathallan College in Auckland. Mrs Anderson
returned to Dunedin with her husband and young
family during 2007. She has taught Years 7 and
8 students, as well as older students, at all her
previous schools.

Mrs Julie McMahon, HOD Technology has been
granted a yearbés refres
order to complete a Graduate Diplomain
Computer Programming.

This year Mrs McMahon has been awarded a

Secondary Teacherds Sch

computer programming papers at the Otago

We have invited Mrs McMahon to continue a
weekly involvement at school next year in
order to co-ordinate and assist with our
Technology and Computing programmes. Mrs
McMahon will not be teaching a class next
yeatr, rather her rdle will be to assist colleagues
with, for example, moderation of assessment
tasks and fine-tuning of programmes of

P dearnirg tioc Techmology bnd Gamputing.

We wish Mrs McMahon well for her year of
study, and also congratulate her on being
invited by the Ministry of Education to be a
member of the team in Wellington the week of
the 14th to 18th December to i) Develop the
Technology Teaching and Learning Guide and
i) Develop the Level 1 Technology
Achievement Standards.

Mrs Rachel Mortimer, BSc, BPhed, DipTchg,
MEdL will continue on our staff next year having
been appointed to teach four Science classes
and one Mathematics class (a Year 10 and a

1 Yedr 9 Scienresctass,ebotit Yeear 8 Science
classes and a Year 9 Mathematics class).

Mrs Susan Chrisp, BA, DipTchg who joined
our staff at the beginning of this year has been
appointed GATE Co-ordinator for 2010

foll owing Ms Sharmabs
position at the end of this year. Ms Sharma
has done excellent work as GATE Co-ordinator
this year, but her wish to focus on her new réle
as HOD Science Years 7 to 11 next year
(along with being HOD Biology and NCEA Co-
ordinator) is understandable.

Next year Mrs Chrisp will again be teaching the
Years 7 and 8 Religious Studies classes, the
Years 7 Social Studies classes and a Year 9
Social Studies class.

Mrs Tracey Strack, Guidance Counsellor has
tendered her resignation effective from the end
of this year after being our School Counsellor
for ten years. During this time Mrs Strack has
assisted many students and parents and for
this we express our gratitude. Mrs Strack has

n rdecidd tolexglare reew diractiodsbadddeavie
with our good wishes for the future.

The position of Study Supervisor will be
advertised in the near future. Dr Coralie

b | Danie$ who has dore suchaalgeod jolvob
supervising senior study is devoting next year

Polytechnic.

to writing.



School Office Holiday Hours

The School Office will close at 5.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 16th December and re-open at 8.00 a.m. on

Monday, 18th January.

Miss Wilson will be available until the 16th December inclusive and from the 18th January on.

Columba College Business
Hall of Fame

Mrs Ellis-Wilson is pictured beside the very attractive
display cabinet she most generously presented to the
Columba Coll ege Ol d Girl
Business Hall of Fame. The cabinet now houses an
interesting display of information and memorabilia
relating to the seven Business Hall of Fame
Laureates to date, 2007-2009.

Amanda Ellis, the daughter of Mrs Natalie Ellis-
Wilson, was one of the inaugural Laureates in 2007.

Mrs Natalie Ellis-Wilson

Emerging Lead:¢

Scholarship

We were delighted to hear that another Year
13 student has been awarded a prestigious
University Scholarship.

Jessica Napper is the recipient of a University
of Canterbury Emergin
for 2010 under Category A, valued up to
$5,000 towards the tuition fees of her first year
of study.

In addition, Jessica will be given the
opportunity to take part in a Leadership
Development Programme, valued at $4,000.
Through residential workshops, seminars,
volunteer work and personal study over an 11
month period, she will be exposed to
opportunities to develop her personal
leadership style and skills, network with like-
minded people, demonstrate leadership
capacity and be prepared to challenge and be
challenged.

We extend our warm congratulations to
Jessica on this fine achievement.

Jessica Napper
Year 13




New Activboards

Mrs Marion Hogg
with Isabella
Johansson and
Daizy Thompson-
Fawcett with a new
Activboard (one of
twelve purchased
for each of the
Years 0-8
classrooms thanks
to the Otago
Community Trust
of Otago and our
Parent séo
Association).

We express our
sincere
appreciation also
to the Junior
School family for
generously making
the installation of
the seven
Activboards for the
Junior School classrooms possible (three this year and the other four to be done for the start of the
new school year).

The five in the Intermediate Department will also be installed over the Christmas holidays thanks to
the generosity of an Intermediate Department family.

Book Published

Did anyone else read 320 books in one year when they were nine years of age? Well, that is what
Dayna Tan of Year 9 set out to do when she was nine years old and a pupil at Paya Lebar Methodist
Girlsé School (Primary) in Singapore.

The book Dayna wrote about her yearofread i ng 3 2 0l reladb38kbeoks(afi9 i so can you!o )
has been published in
English and she has
recently signed an
agreement with an

Indonesian publisher to ' a |
translate her book into * - A - \ \“
Bahasa Indonesia language ' /N \ \“\

for the Indonesian market.
The Straits Times also
published a feature on
Dayna and her book in late
October.

She wrote the book when
she was just 10 years old to
share her reading
experiences and to
encourage children (7 to 12
years old) to read. For
more information, please .
visit www.daynatan.com. Dayna Tan, Year 9



http://www.daynatan.com/

Ot ago
Scholarship

Pol ytechnic

Jessica Doré, Year 12

Congratulations to Jessica Doré in Year 12 on being awarded

t he Otago Polytechnic Princi

will provide Jessica with a $1,500 p.a. reduction in course fees
while she completes her Certificate in Creative Studies.

Young New ZealandersoChallenge

It was good to see three more students qualify for an Award.

Libby Cochrane, Hannah Cowie and Shannon Morton all in
Year 10 have recently gained the Bronze Award.
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Hannah Cowie Shannon Morton

Y U

I _

Libby Cochrane
Following is the complete list of 2009 recipients of an Award:
Silver Award Amy Chu, Nicola Crawford, Samantha
Edgar, GuanYun Qi and Le Ying Tran.
Bronze Award Libby Cochrane, Hannah Cowie, Samantha

Edgar, Shannon Morton, Alexandra Shiels
and Samantha Steel.

NZ Mathematical
Olympiad Training
Camp

Chiao Linin Year 11 has excelled in
a number of Mathematics
competitions during her years at
Columba and thoroughly deserves
her selection to attend the New
Zealand Mathematical Olympiad
training camp in January next year.
This would be the first time a
Columba student has been invited to
attend the training camp for the New
Zeal and Secondary
Mathematical Olympiad Team, and
we congratulate Chiao on this
distinguished achievement and wish
her all the best for her selection for
the team following the training camp.
The camp in itself will be a very
stimulating and worthwhile
exper‘ience.

.A .
Chiao Lin

NumberWorks

Kick start 2010 by joining our
Holiday Programme. Two hours of
fun maths tuition each day for the
week of Monday, 25th i Friday,
29th January 2010. Telephone 474
1104 to find out more.. Come in for
a Free Introductory Session before
this year ends. See for yourself the
difference that NumberWorks
makes.

Christmas holidays.

2010 Homestay Family Needed
Year 11 Columba College Student from Taiwan

Would anyone be able to be a homestay family for a Year 11 student from Taiwan? The
student has attended Columba College this year and is staying in Dunedin over the

A homestay family is needed from the beginning of February on.

Please contact either Miss Wilson or Ms Strang (Work 467 5188, ext. 816, cell 021 0550
809) if you are interested and would like some more information.




ICAS English Competition

Year 8

Distinction

Ella Barclay, Holly Barclay, Ashleigh Neill and
Nanako Shitara.

Credit

Fenella Christensen, Modi Deng, Caitlin
Doran-Taylor, Julia Isoyama, Lily Kelly, Kiri
Lenagh-Glue, Gabrielle Magnuson, Alexandra
Menzies, Liana Pollock, Aicha Wijland, Emily
Willis and Emma Winders.

Year 7
High Distinction
El eanor. O6Nei | |

Distinction
Judy Park and Emily Williams.

Credit

Claire Anglin, Christina Anson, Kaia Bishop,
Poppy Finn-House, Helen Gregory, Imara
Jones, Hannah Keane, Nicole Ker, Alice
Toomer and Serena Waterworth.

Results of the Poster and
Writing Competition on
Thinking

Poster

Years 0to 3

1st  Annalise Copland
2nd Harriet Nuttall
3rd= Laura Hamilton
3rd= Grace Togneri

Years 4to 6

1st  Stephanie Jasperse

2nd Heather Robertson

3rd  Olivia Nuttall

Highly Commended

Abbey Hamilton and Taylor Mechen

Years 9 and 10

1st  Sian English, Hannah Johnston, Hannah
Letica, Karla Robb, Catherine Steiner

2nd Libby Brown, Emma Findlater, Kate
Fowler, Mifu Suzuki, Bridget Tompkins

3rd  Annabel Angland, Amanda Corkin, Ellen
Gipp, Bella Hurley-Skegg, Megan
Summers

Writing

Years 4t0 6

1st  Ella Porter

2nd  Andrew Hughes
3rd Alana Samuel
Highly Commended
Nirjhah Selvarajah

Development Band
Certificates for Mathematics

This is a programme of challenging open-
ended projects designed to extend and enrich
able students. It is administered by the New
Zealand Association of Mathematics Teachers
and Columba has participated in the
programme for the last three years. The
students do the work in addition to their normal
Mathematics course. To gain a Merit or
Excellence award extra investigations have to
be completed at a higher level. In 2008 Year
10 students gained awards at Merit and
Excellence for the first time and this year, we
are pleased that both Years 9 and 10 students
gained these higher levels of achievement.

Year 10

Excellence

Jessica Alsop, Maple Goh, Tineke Jannink,
Hoyoun Lee and Grace Oh.

Merit

Chloe Anson, Laura Barton, Alannah Corson-
Keogh, Samara Dalziel, Annabel Drummond,
Emma Lloyd, Charlotte McAdams, Claire
McCorkindale, Emily Poon, Tiffany Robinson,
Mackenzie Whitaker and Chun-Huei Yang.

Course Completion
Holly Cadzow, Natasha Kumar, Kimberley
Martyn, Albertine Ongley and Bridget Thayer.

Year 9

Excellence

Laura Bridger, Courtney Cunningham, Olivie
Dippie, Angela Jenks, Shirley Kim and Youri
Lee.

Merit

Annabel Angland, Monica Bae, Kita Brazil,
Olivia Dodds, Nicola Firth, Sophie Johnston,
Maddison Skeggs, Megan Summers,
Katharine Swire, Dayna Tan, Christina Taylor,
Charlotte Williams and Sarah Woodfield.

Course Completion
Ban Dohan, Simran Kaur and Erica Lovelock.



IGCSE Global Perspectives

The Regional Manager for Cambridge
International Examinations in Auckland has
commented on the success of the pilot year in
New Zealand for IGCSE Global Perspectives and
on the participation of both Macleans College in
Auckland and Columba College in the pilot. He
writes:

fiCambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives
responds to a growing need for students to
understand and embrace an increasingly
multicultural and mobile world. It promotes an
international outlook and crosscultural awareness
- the tools students need in a global marketplace.
Students explore topics from local, national and
global angles and develop their personal
perspective. They research issues and evaluate
possible courses of action. It helps them develop
skills of enquiry, collaboration, reflection,
evaluation and problem solving, and apply them
to global themes. 0o

Mrs L. Piebenga who has taught the pilot course
this year plans to offe
Year 10 Set 1 Social Studies class. It should be
noted that an IGSCE course is really a Year 11
level course, hence the decision to offer it to one
Year 10 class again for 2010.

2010 Course Confirmation
Sessions

All girls in Years 11 to 13 are required to
attend the relevant Course Confirmation
session in Girton for their Year level in 2010.

Boarders in Years 11 to 13 can attend the
session on Monday, 1st February along with day
girls genuinely unable to attend their  own Year
level session or that of another Year level the
previous week.

Thursday, 28th January
Year 11 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.

Friday, 29th January
Year 12 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon
Year 13 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.

quqay, ]aStd:%b{u%y to next year
Boarders 2.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

(Years 11 to 13)

Dunedin Public Library
2009-2010 Summer Reading Programme i Time
Travel!

Dunedin Public Libraries is launching its latest
Summer Reading Programme, Time Travel on Friday,
11th December to engage children with books, while
having fun, over the summer school holidays.

Parents and teachers have found that, when children
read regularly over the summer break, they make
good progress on their return to the classroom. The
aim of the 2009 programme is to inspire our pupils to
explore different worlds this summer i and we would
live your school to help spread the word and
encourage a love of learning!

From Friday, 11th December children can pick up a
fun-filled, colourful reading booklet from their local
Dunedin Public Library and start their reading
challenge. Allthey need to do is set their own goals
for summer, and estimate how many books they will
read during the holidays. If they exceed their goal they
can increase their target.

Every child who reaches or exceeds their goal
receives a prize pack of goodies, courtesy of Dunedin
Public Libraries, Moana Pool and the University Book
Shop; and an invitation to celebrate the Centenary of
the Childrenbés Library

in

Isabella Johansson starting
on ajigsaw puzzle




Year 7 Queenstown Camp

Energy and excitement were apparent as we departed from Columba College for Queenstown to
begin our Year 7 camp. We enjoyed seeing our students in a different environment and appreciated
their enthusiasm and willingness to participate in each activity.

The students all enjoyed full days of activities and were exposed to a raft of experiences which
included climbing mountains, feeding animals, gold panning and learning about the history of
Arrowtown. We were both delighted with the behaviour of the students when participating in these
activities, and were grateful for the positive feedback we received from not only members of the public
but also from numerous tourist operators.

We are extremely appreciative of the involvement of the following parents: Mr Will Anglin, Mr Paul
Bishop, Mrs Alofa Lale, Mrs Maggie McKee and Mr Glenn Wheeler. Thank you all for contributing to
the success of our 2009 camp in Queenstown.

Macaela van Aart and Lindsay Tustin
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SPORTS NEWS

Equestrian Successes

Royal NZ Show in Christchurch
(Equestrian Successes)

Isabella Kloogh and Ellie Nesbit
both had a very successful Royal NZ
Show in Christchurch.

Isabella Kloogh and her pony,
Brookfields Dream Maker, won the
Group A Pony Championship and
were presented with the M.E. Jenkins
Memorial Silver Salver and Sash, and
went on to win the 97th Canterbury
Royal A & P Society Supreme
Champion Pony Award i The
Peterson Diamond Jubilee Shield, The
RAS Award Medal, The Supreme
Champion Pony Sash and Rug

Isabella Kloogh on Brookfields Dream Maker, Supreme

presented by the family of the late Mrs Champion Pony

M. Spencer-Bower and a garland of Royal NZ Show in Christchurch

flowers presented by the Canterbury A

& P Society President. Photo courtesy of Annie Studholme www.anniestudholme.com

Ellie Nesbit rode a very young pony belonging to the
Isaac family in Dunedin in the novice classes at the
Royal NZ Show in Christchurch. It was his first A & P
show and he did very well to be placed in both of his
novice classes. The weekend of the 21st/22nd
November at the West Otago A & P show they were
placed Champion Novice Pony and also Reserve
Champion Paced and Mannered Pony, with Ellie
winning the Best Rider class.

Ellis Nesbit
Riding the | BaraleaThedJahin vy 6 s

(The photo was taken at the 2009 Lake County A & P
Show where they were awarded Champion Group B
Pony, Supreme Champion Pony and Champion Paced
and Mannered Pony)

Ot ago Primary School sdé Athletics

Well done to the following students on their athletics successes:

Under 13

Madaline Spence 2nd  70m hurdles

Laura Napper, Phoebe Pegg, Kenzie-May Smith and Madaline Spence
1st 4 x 100m relay




Under 12
Imara Jones
Kaitlyn Wheeler

3rd  70m hurdles
2nd Discus

Caitlin Heale, Madison Hughes, Imara Jones and Mary-Jane Wennekes

2nd 200m relay

Under 10

Annabelle Payne 3rd 60m

Erin Dailey, Jamie McAuslan, Georgia McLellan and Annabelle Payne

2nd  200m relay

[l
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Imara Jones, Mary-Jane Wennekes, Caitlin Heale,
Madison Hughes

Madaline Spence, Laura Napper, Kenzie-May Smith
and Phoebe Pegg

South Island Years 9 and 10 Waterpolo Championships

The Columba College Junior Waterpolo Team
took out the South Island Championships
(Girls) for the second year running.

The Columba Years 9 and 10 Waterpolo Team
competed in the South Island Secondary
School sd& Juni @ampMfstipsinp o |
Invercargill winning the final 12-4 against

James Hargest High School. The team

conceded only 7 goals over the whole

weekend, winning all their games.

Kimberley Martyn received the Most Valuable
Player trophy for girls and Sarah McDonald
and Vienna Sutherland each received Most
Promising Player awards.

The team consisted of:

Charlotte Boyce

Jamie Boyce

Holly Cadzow (out with injury)
Fern Grant

Tineke Jannink

Hannah Ker

Kimberley Martyn

Sarah McDonald
Megan Summers
Vienna Sutherland
Heather Thompson
Cindy van Leeuwen
Charlotte Williams

Coach: René Theelen
Managers: Niki Martyn
Lisa McDonald

Otago Under 14 Team Representatives who
will be playing in the Division | National
Waterpolo Tournament in Christchurch from
16th i 19th December include the following
Columba College students:

Kimberley Martyn, Megan Summers,
Vienna Sutherland, Heather Thompson
and Charlotte Williams

Special thanks to René Theelen for his great
coaching of the girls and to Mrs Niki Martyn
and Mrs Lisa McDonald for all they do to
support, organise and encourage the girls.

SECOND-HAND
WATERPOLO TOGS

If you have Columba Waterpolo togs in good condition, could you please take them to the Sports Office and

Niki Martyn will try to resell them (or telephone 027 3151 711).

)
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New Zealand Talent Development Netball Squad

Gemma Cowie in Year 12 and Sophie Napper in Year 11 have been selected for the above Squad
T an excellent sporting achievement on which we warmly congratulate the girls.

Junior School Tracksuits

We have brought the concerns about pilling to the attention of the manufacturer as well as providing
examples of pilled garments.

Following are the comments from the NZ Teamwear Manager of Canterbury New Zealand:

i | h aked et alll ordlers that have been manufactured for you in the past two years and can
confirm these have all be made in the same factory. Over that same time period the fabric used for
your tracksuits has also been used for Retail and Teamwear garments in New Zealand, Australia,
Asia Pacific and Europe. In New Zealand alone we sell over 100,000 units per annum of stock
utilizing this navy coloured fabric with minimal returns, so | am very confident this is an isolated
case. o0

As a gesture, Canterbury of New Zealand has offered to supply us free of charge 15 regulation
chil drenés tracksuits (sizes 6, 8 and 10)

The NZ Teamwear Manager has assured us of his confidence that the fabric used for future orders
will not provide us with any concerns.

Thank you to the Junior School parents who brought this matter to our attention and for bringing
samples of the pilled garments in to show Canterbury New Zealand.

As indicated in an earlier newsletter, we have decided to implement KnowledgeNET as our preferred
Learning Management System. A team of staff has recently undergone two days of training at school
in KnowledgeNET and will be responsible for training other staff. You will receive more information
about KnowledgeNET early in the new school year, how to access it and information relevant to your
child.

This will be the last newsletter for the year, and it comes to you with sincere good wishes for personal
refreshment during the summer holidays. May you all have a peaceful and blessed Christmas.

Kind regards to you all,

Elizabeth Wilson
Principal
3rd December, 2009
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