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Dear Parents and Students, 
 

What an action-packed and successful term we have just had!  All eleven weeks of it were busy and 
filled with activities and functions.  Students and staff are to be commended on the many notable 
achievements that were a feature of Term Two as well as on the range of opportunities available. 
 

The Junior School and Intermediate Department musicals, ñBlooming Gorgeousò and ñAnnieò, were 
highlights.  The success of the girlsô entry in Stage Challenge with its second place in Otago, the 
participation of students at the South Island Finals of the One Act Play Festival, the National Finals of 
the Shakespeare Festival and the National Semi-Finals of the Chamber Music Competition are all 
notable achievements.  Many other successes are recorded in this newsletter along with significant 
sporting highlights which include the outstanding record of our Senior A Netball Team.   
 

Demand for places at the College continues to be at an all-time high with our biggest roll ever this 
year.  The seven country visits made last term were enjoyable and well-received, and we are looking 
to a full boarding roll again in 2012 as well as the school roll at its maximum. 
 

The generosity of our school community continues to be a strength of Columba College ï generosity 
with time and expertise (coaching, transporting sports teams); helping with cultural and other events 
(making costumes, make-up for musicals, transporting, the Fair, International Week); providing 
resources (fund-raising, donations from the Parentsô Association and from individuals); support for 
school occasions (attendance at Special Services, ñMeet the Teacherò functions, cultural and sporting 
events) and for school initiatives/new developments like the student 1:1 laptop programme.  The 
generosity of many was very evident last term. 
 

I would like to record a special acknowledgement of the support given by our Years 11 to 13 parents 
to our three Formals held last term. They were all very enjoyable occasions with a happy atmosphere 
and lots of young people having fun together.  Full credit goes to our students who, with their partners, 
observed the school guidelines for our School Formals, and to their parents who supported the 
College.  The Year 13 After Party was very capably managed by Dr Megan Bryan and Dr Bruce 
Lambie with the help of many Year 13 parents.  Warm thanks for ensuring, with the girlsô co-operation, 
a safe and happy environment for students to relax in after the Formal, and finally to Stephanie 
Lambie, Head Prefect, and the girls on the Year 13 Formal Committee well done on the success of all 
your arrangements for the Year 13 Formal. 
 

 
Laura Carruthers, Year 12 

Member of the 2011 New Zealand Secondary 
Schoolsô Cross Country Team 

 
Imogen Davis, Year 13 

Selected for the 2011 National School 
Shakespeare Production 



 

School Examinations in the Second Half Year 
 

Years 11 to 13 Thursday, 8th to Wednesday, 14th September 
(Weeks 6 and 7 of Term Three) Reports will follow for Years 11 to 13. 
 
 Note:  The Years 11 to 13 girls will only be at school 

for two weeks and a couple of days in Term Four. 
 
Term Four Monday, 7th November 
Week 3 2.45 p.m. Leaversô Service. 
 Year 13 released on study leave. 
 
 Tuesday, 8th November 
 3.35 p.m. Year 12 released on study leave. 
 
 Wednesday, 9th November 
 3.35 p.m. Year 11 released on study leave. 
 
Years 8 to 10 Years 8 to 10 Examinations 
(Weeks 4 and 5 of Term Four) Thursday, 17th to Wednesday, 23rd November 
 Reports will follow for Years 8 to 10 also the end-of-year 

reports for Years 0 to 7. 
 

With Term Four starting on Tuesday, 25th October there are only seven weeks in the term. 
 

End-of-Year Functions 
 

Carol Service Sunday, 4th December 
 6.00 p.m. at First Church of Otago 
 

Years 7 to 10 Day Outings Monday, 5th December 
 

Junior School Prize-Giving and Wednesday, 7th December 
Concert 3.00 p.m. in Constance Hall 
 

Years 7 to 10 Prize-Giving and  Thursday, 8th December 
Closing Ceremony 4.30 p.m. at the Regent Theatre 
 

Leaversô Dinner Thursday, 8th December at the Savoy Restaurant 
 
Upcoming ñMeet the Teacherò Functions 
 

Years 9 and 10 Tuesday, 30th August 
 4.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. 
 

Years 7 and 8 Tuesday, 6th September 
 4.30 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 
 

Junior School Thursday, 4th August 
 3.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. 
 
Scholarships for 2012 
 
Year 7 Academic Scholarship Friday, 12th August, 9.30 a.m. to 11.45 a.m. 
Examinations Rose Room, Sports Centre 
 
Year 9 Academic Scholarship  Friday, 19th August, 9.30 a.m. to circa 1.15 p.m. 
Examinations Recreation Room 
 
Year 9 Music and Sports Scholarships Short-listed applicants will be interviewed/auditioned the 

afternoon of Friday, 19th August. 
 
Students (Year 6 and Year 8 2011) who have not currently applied to attend Columba College are 
welcome to sit the Scholarship examinations.  Applications forms are available from the School Office. 
 



 

  

Applications for 2012 
 

Applications close on Thursday, 25th August.  We are anticipating pressure on places for 2012 
so it is important that parents intending to apply for a place next year ensure their application is 
received by the due date. 
 

 

 

Application for a Roll Increase for 2012 
 
The Board of Governors made an application to the Ministry of Education for a roll increase in view of 
the current pressure on places.  The application was approved by the MOE for the start of 2012 ï for 
15 extra places over the previously approved 550 places. 
 

Staff News 
 

 
Photo courtesy of the ODT 

Georgia Nichol, Mrs Janine Southby and Millie Townsend 
 
We congratulate Mrs Janine Southby on her appointment as Co-coach of the Southern Steel.  The 
Board of Trustees has approved Mrs Southbyôs request to take leave until the end of Term Two 2012 
in view of her national and regional commitments to netball.  Mrs Southby is also Coach of the NZ 
Under 21 Netball Team and is one of six coaches nationally invited to participate in a Coach 
Accelerator Programme (a Scholarship for three years). 
 

We value and are grateful for Mrs Southbyôs continuing involvement with our Senior A Netball Team. 
 

Mrs Chris Cheyne, BA, GradDipTch(Prim), AMusTCL has been appointed full-time to teach Year 8 
Social Studies as well as her previous classes and to be Form Teacher to Mrs Southbyôs Year 8 class.  
Mrs Cheyne is the recipient of a three-week Woolf Fisher Scholarship with one week already taken 
and the remaining two weeksô leave being taken from the 15th to 26th August. 
 

Mrs Taryn McLean had a baby daughter, Eva, at the beginning of the holidays and will be on 
maternity leave for Term Three. 
 

Miss Angela Wright, BPhEd, GradDipSecTchg has been appointed to teach Mrs Southbyôs Physical 
Education and Health classes (14 periods a week) until the end of this year.  Miss Wright will be on 
leave from the 2nd to 5th August to compete in the NZ Badminton Championships.  Mrs D. Harley will 
be covering the classes for these four days. 
 

Mrs Anna Noble will be on leave for the first two weeks of term to travel to Germany to visit family.  
Mrs Erina Caradus will be relieving for Mrs Nobleôs classes. 
 

Miss Hélène Navarro, DipTchg (Primary and Early Years) Catholic University Caracus (UCAB) will 
continue full-time for Terms Three and Four of this year, teaching the Years 4/5 class.  We were 
pleased that Miss Navarro was granted a year-long extension to teach by the NZ Teachersô Council, 
effective from the 1st August, 2011. 
 



 

The Years 4/5 teaching position will be advertised nationally as a permanent position for the start of 
the 2012 school year. 
 

During Mrs McLeanôs maternity leave we are pleased to welcome back Mrs Macaela van Aart to 
teach a Year 8 Mathematics class, and to have Mr Dennis Martin, MSc, DipTchg, DipSchool 
Management, CELTA, on the staff to teach Years 11, 9 and 8 Science (three classes). 
 

We have a number of staff on fixed term contracts for 2011 (or part thereof) who were appointed to 
cover staff on maternity leave (plus Mrs Southbyôs leave). 
 

They are:  Mrs Adrienne Alexander, Mrs Chris Cheyne, Mrs Sally Graves, Mrs Taryn McLean, Mr 
Dennis Martin, Mr Alan Williams and Miss Angela Wright. 
 

Mrs Chris Carrell, HOD English, will return from her termôs leave to write and study writing.  We 
appreciate the work done during the past term by Ms Anna Togneri as Acting HOD English Years 9 to 
11, Mrs Tania Roxborogh Acting HOD English Years 12 and 13 and Mr Gary Corbishley who relieved 
for Mrs Carrellôs classes. 
 

We will also welcome back Mrs Dorothy Hutton from her leave to attend her daughter Emmaôs 
graduation from Cambridge University.  Mrs Anna Fry relieved for Years 1/2 during Mrs Huttonôs 
leave and we thank her also for her contributions.  Mrs Fry will continue to teach her Year 7 Music 
class for the balance of the year. 
 

Position of IT Support and 
e-Learning Trainer 
 

With the introduction of the student 1:1 laptop 
programme this year and the resulting extra 
demands and requirements, the Board of 
Trustees appointed a second full-time person 
to deliver IT Support and staff PD on e-
Learning. 
 

We are very pleased to advise that the position 
to which Mr Peter Cole was appointed for 2011 
has been extended by the Board of Trustees 
for all of 2012. 
 

Mr Cole, MSc(Hons), BSc, GradDipTchLrn is 
making a valued contribution to IT and e-
Learning at the College, and as a staff we very 
much appreciate the work and assistance 
given to us all by our two IT Support Staff, Mr 
Saul Moore and Mr Peter Cole. 
 

Assistant Director of Sport 
 

We are very grateful to the Board of Governors 
for funding the above position and know we 
are fortunate to have a full-time Director of 
Sport (Mrs Shona Harvey) and also a part-time 
Assistant Director of Support (Years 4 to 8).  
Mrs Rhonda Skerten, Assistant Director of 
Sport, is making an excellent contribution to 
school sport. 
 

An Update from the 
Parentsô Association 
 

Letôs start with an absolutely fantastic School 
Fair result, just on $47,000. Sincere thanks to 
all those involved. 

 

The Parentsô Association receives a wish list 
from staff and students and from this funds are 
allocated to various areas around the school.  
One of the major projects included in this round is 
the lighting upgrade to Constance Hall.  Some of 
the smaller projects include more outdoor 
seating, a donation to help towards redecorating 
one of the dormitories in the Boarding House, 
numerous pieces of educational equipment and 
books for various Departments. 
 

The social outing to the Fortune Theatre, held on 
the 13

th
 May, was a thoroughly enjoyable evening.  

A very big ñthank youò to all who supported this 
event, the feedback has been nothing but positive. 
 

Now for something a little different, Columba 
cushions ï these can be viewed at the School 
Office and purchased at the incredibly low price of 
$50 each. (They come in two colours, either green 
or navy and can be charged to your account.) 
 

Finally, but most importantly, we would love for 
you to join the Columba Parentsô Association.  
For a significant number of our long-standing 
members, whose children are finishing this year, 
this will be their last year of giving massive 
assistance to our school.  We need replacements 
for these valuable helpers urgently or your 
Parentsô Associationôs ability to handle the 
number of projects and ably represent school 
families will be limited. Your help is required, 
we urgently need new members.  If you can 
assist, or are just interested, please contact one 
of the Committee members or myself. 
 

Thank you, 
 
Monique McConnon 
President, Columba College Parentsô 
Association

 



 

  

Columbaôs UFB  
 

In May, the Ministry of Education announced that by 2016, 97% of all state and state-integrated 
schools will be upgraded to Ultra Fast Broadband.  Internet connection speeds will be between 5 
and 50 Mbps.  The MOE website states, ñThe rollout to schools will be a five-year process, 
involving multiple rounds of negotiations.ò  As a 1:1 laptop school, Columba students and staff 
cannot wait five years.  Financial grants from the Parentsô Association and the Board of 
Governors have enabled Columba to upgrade to UFB over the winter break. 
 

The School is now connected via fibre to 10 Mbps of dedicated International Broadband.  
Columba has also moved essential network services (including email and web filtering) in-
house.  With a new server, firewall and faster switching, our IT staff can provide fast and more 
flexible services for shaping traffic and for responding more quickly to network events.  Our 
Years 7 to 13 teachers have begun to include more and more on-line content into the curriculum. 
 Columbaôs network is now configured to be able to quickly order-up faster speeds (from 10 
Mbps to 100 Mbps) without having to change service providers or change the way the network is 
physically connected to the Internet. 
 

1:1 Laptop Programme 
 

The Board of Trustees ICTA Committee will meet in approximately three weeks to determine any 
changes to the requirements for the 1:1 Laptop Programme.  One likely change will be the 
expansion of required ownership to Year 12 2012.  Additional software may be added to the 
ñColumba Bundleò as long as it doesnôt increase the cost.  The new options will be available for 
purchase in November from Cyclone Computers at www.lapshop.co.nz.   
 

Cyclone has proven to be a very reliable partner in our 1:1 programme.  The Columba MacBook 
is still available for $1,995. The Columba MacBook Pro is in stock and available for $2,499 
(latest model).  These bundles include software, accessories and an AppleCare 3-year 
Protection plan.  Each bundle is discounted by more than $1,200. 
 
Will Anglin 
Deputy Chair, Board of Trustees 
Chair of BOT ICTA Committee 
 

 

 

Installation of Refurbished Stage Lighting in Constance Hall 
 

The Parentsô Association has generously funded an upgrade of the very antiquated and untidy stage 
lighting rig in Constance Hall.  Stage lighting is extremely expensive, and nowadays most schools and 
even smaller theatres hire in specialised lighting for particular productions.  However, this option was 
not possible in Constance Hall given the nature of the pre-existing installation. 
 

The PA funding has provided secure rigging from which to suspend stage lights,  and allows the 
school to maximise its use of existing lights including those from the Caroline Freeman Theatre, and to 
hire in specialised lights as required.  In addition we have installed an additional lighting bar and spots 
suspended from a roof truss in the auditorium which allow for the illumination of the front stage for the 
first time.  We have decommissioned the excessively noisy follow-spot from the mezzanine gallery, 
and will be hiring in a quiet multi-colour version for forthcoming productions. 
 

Control of this equipment is achieved using a TheatreLight Scenemaster  -  a miniaturised and 
somewhat simplified version of that used in local theatres which has the added advantage that it can 
be effectively used for teaching stage-lighting  design to students.  This unit is located in the 
mezzanine gallery, enabling the operator to visualise the lighting of the production from front of house.  
Amongst a host of features the Scenemaster  facilitates multiple scene changes at the touch of a 
button providing for pre-set combinations of lights to meet various lighting moods.  Another major 
advantage is that the lighting control unit can be moved between Constance Hall and the Caroline 
Freeman Theatre as and when required.   
 

The school was very fortunate to engage the expert services of Michael Cracroft-Wilson, whose 
company Southern Lights and Services Ltd. has provided lighting installations for Fashion-ID, 
Kavanagh College and a host of other venues and schools and is currently undertaking the stage 
lighting re-fit of the Town Hall.  The Constance Hall stage lighting refurbishment was completed in time  

http://www.lapshop.co.nz/


 

for the Junior School Musical (Blooming Gorgeous) and the Intermediate School production of 
Annie.  Dylan Shield, a stage lighting technician from the Playhouse Theatre and Mrs Alexander (Year 
7) have designed the lighting effects for both school musicals. During the productions lights will be 
operated by Dylan Shield and Rebecca Glover (Playhouse Theatre), assisted by Clair Robertson. The 
long-term goal is to train Columba girls to carry out this function for future productions. 
 

Nigel Dunstone  
Committee Member 
Columba College Parentsô Association 
 

 
Constance Hall stage lighting - before refurbishment 

 
Constance Hall stage lighting ï after the refurbishment 

 
Rehearsals for the Junior School Musical (Blooming Gorgeous) benefit from the new lighting 

 



 

2012 School Trip to China 
 

We confirm the proposed school trip of three weeks in April (over the school holidays plus one week of 
school) will take place next year.  The itinerary will include: Beijing, Xian, Shanghai (hosted by our sister 
school), a two/three day cruise on the Yangtze and a visit to the Panda Breeding Centre at Chengdu.  
Eighteen girls have currently expressed interest in the trip which is sufficient for it to proceed.  Late 
expressions of interest may still be made.  Please contact Mrs Sue Hanna, School Office, for information. 
 

School Diary 2012 
 

After looking at the possibility of using the iCAL facility on the girlsô MacBook Pro 13ò Laptops, we 
have decided to dispense with a paper School Diary for 2012. 
 

The information contained in the current School Diary can easily be added to the laptops, while the 
iCAL facility has the advantage of the girlsô being able to enter/store homework and other information 
in their electronic diary. 
 

A further advantage of iCAL will be our ability to ñoverlayò school events on the girlsô electronic diary, 
for example, Years 7 to 13 Athletics Sports, South Island Sports Tournament Week, School Musical at 
the Mayfair Theatre and so on. 
 

2011 Open Day 
 

Friday, 5th August is our Open Day with the following arrangements in place: 
 

9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. (Visits to classes and the Boarding Residences) 
1.00 p.m. (Principalôs address) 
1.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. (Visits to the Boarding Residences) 

 

All tours will start at the School Office on the corner of Highgate and Oban Street where student guides will 
be available to take parents and prospective students on the tours. 
 

A Columba College Open Day is a normal school day with the usual timetable operating.  Visitors are, 
however, most welcome to enter classrooms and observe classes in progress.  We hope by running an 
Open Day in this way that visitors are able to gain an insight into how the School operates on a typical day. 

 

Morning-tea:  A continuous morning-tea will be served in the dining-room of Bishopscourt from 9.00 a.m. 
until noon.   All visitors are welcome to call in for morning-tea during the course of their visit to the College. 
 

School:  The School (Years 1 to 13) will be open for tours from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. 
 

Boarding Residences:  These will be available to visit from 9.00 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. and again from 1.30 
p.m. to 3.30 p.m.  Prospective boarding students and their parents are welcome to attend a buffet lunch in 
the dining-room from 12.15 p.m. to 12.45 p.m.  Mrs Richelle Manson, Director of Boarding, will also attend 
the lunch along with members of the House Committee. 
 

Principalôs address:  This will be at 1.00 p.m. in the Recreation Room of Katharine Buchan House.  The 
address will cover key aspects of the College, its aims and objectives, strengths and special features, co-
curricular programme and key points of entry such as Year 7 and Year 9.  It will also be an opportunity to 
ask questions, if so wished. 
 

If you know of parents interested in looking at Columba College for their daughters or sons, please 
pass on the date and details of our Open Day.  Visits and tours can also be arranged on other days 
to suit. 
 

 Notification of Student Absences (Years 0 to 13) by Parents 
 

The preferred method for parents to notify their childôs absence to the School Office would be to email  
the following address: absences@columbacollege.school.nz 
 
If this is not possible, then please telephone the School Office from 8.00 a.m. onwards on: 03 467 5188 
and no later than 9.00 a.m.  This will facilitate our new electronic attendance record-keeping. 
 

Thank you for your co-operation with this matter. 

 

mailto:absences@columbacollege.school.nz


 

2010 Academic Blues ï Service held on Thursday, 30th June 
 
Dr Claire French, Auckland University Young Alumna of the Year 2010 and Columba College Old Girl, 
was guest speaker and presented the Blues to girls who gained NCEA Levels 1, 2 or 3 with an Overall 
Excellence Endorsement last year. 
 
Warm congratulations to all the girls on gaining this academic distinction. 
 
Level 1 
Chloe Anson (awarded posthumously)  
Laura Barton 
Holly Cadzow 
Patience Chabva Shoperai 
Annabel Drummond 
Maple Goh 
Fern Grant 
Holly Hoogvliet * 
Hoyoun Lee 
Emma Liyanarachchi 
Connie Lloyd * 
Emma Lloyd 
Hannah Lowe 
Kimberley Martyn 
Claire McCorkindale 
Grace Oh 
Kesryn Phataralaoha 
Jayashanthi Ramarao 
Tiffany Robinson 
Chun Huei (Jane) Yang 
 
* gained at previous school 
(20) 
 
Level 2 
Melissa Jane Austen (Re-awarded) 
Jessica Barton (Re-awarded) 
Amrita Baweja  
Sophie Borland (Re-awarded) 
Joanna Brook (Re-awarded) 
Danielle Browne 

Rui Ming (Olivia) Chen (also Level 1) 
Penelope Couper 
Dannielle Hall (Re-awarded) 
Helen Kent (Re-awarded) 
Stephanie Lambie (Re-awarded) 
Ye Ji Lee (also Level 1) 
Chiao Lin (Re-awarded) 
Constance McDonald 
Gabrielle Mogil (Re-awarded) 
Sophie Napper (Re-awarded) 
Melanie Redding (Re-awarded) 
Laura Schep (Re-awarded) 
Ruth Sun (Re-awarded) 
Clementine Trengrove 
Annie Welvaert (Re-awarded) 
Flavia Wilson (Re-awarded) 
(22) 

 
Level 3 
Ava Atkinson Barclay (Re-awarded Levels 1 
and 2) 
Sophie Bang (Re-awarded Levels 1 and 2) 
Anna Fielding (Re-awarded Levels 1 and 2) 
Aislinn Furlong (Re-awarded Level 2) 
Yin Lin (Re-awarded Levels 1 and 2) 
Sze Ying Ooi (Re-awarded Level 2) 
Lydie Schmidt (Re-awarded (Levels 1 and 2) 
Biddy Skerten (Re-awarded Levels 1 and 2) 
Ariel Tsai (Re-awarded Levels 1 and 2) 
Yijing Wei  
(10) 

 

International French Writing Success 
 

 
Lucy Kent, Jessica Barton and Melanie Redding 

1st Prize Winners in the Senior Section 
International French Writing Competition 

 

Senior French students at Columba performed 
with distinction in the 2011 French as a 
Foreign Language section of the annual 
Jeunes Auteurs pour lô Europe (Young Authors 
for Europe) competition run by lô Acad®mie 
Orléans-Tours. 
 
Jessica Barton, Helen Kent and Melanie 
Redding, Year 13 were awarded 1st Prize in 
the Premier Section of the competition (for 
Year 13 students). 
 
Warm congratulations to the three girls and 
their teacher, Ms Kelly. 
 
This is the fourth year of participation by New 
Zealanders, and Columba students have been 
complimented on securing top placings each 
year. 

 



 

NZALT (New Zealand Association of Language Teachers) ï 
Award of Excellence Certificates 
 
At Level 1 Certificates were awarded for 4 Excellences in 2010 NCEA 
At Level 2 Certificates were awarded for 3 Excellences in 2010 NCEA 
At Level 3 Certificates were awarded for 3 Excellences in 2010 NCEA 
 
The following girls received two Excellence certificates: 
 
Melissa Austen (Level 2 French and German) (6 and 3) 
Miranda Waterworth (Level 2 French and German) (3 and 3) 
Laura Barton (Level 1 French and German) (6 and 6) 
Kimberley Martyn (Level 1 French and German) (5 and 4) 
 

French 
Level 1 
Maple Goh (6) 
Fern Grant (4) 
Hoyoun Lee (6) 
Michaela Little (4) 
Claire McCorkindale (6) 
Grace Oh (6) 
 
Level 2 
Katie Baddock (4) 
Jessica Barton (3) 
Sophie Borland (3) 
Helen Kent (5) 
Chiao Lin (6) 
Melanie Redding (4) 
Laura Schep (3) 
 

German 
Level 1 
Tatiana Biggemann (4) 
Annabel Drummond (5) 
Tiffany Robinson (4) 
 
 
 
 
Level 2 
Dannielle Hall (3) 
Victoria Steiner (3) 
Madeleine White (3) 
 

Chinese 
Level 1 
Hee Jung Hwang (5) 
Tineke Jannink (4) 
Kesryn Phataralaoha (4) 
Jayashanthi Ramarao (5) 
Yunfei Yu (6) 
 
 
Level 2 
Yumeki Ando (3) 
Ying Chen (3) 
Kate Waterman (3) 

* The number in brackets denotes the number of Excellence grades gained. 
 

2011 Otago and South Canterbury ñBig Singò 
 
The New Zealand Choral Federation Secondary Schoolsô Choral Festival in Dunedin attracted 20 
choirs and was adjudicated by Stephen Rowe. 
 
In addition to three choirs that were Highly Commended (OBHS Choir, combined OBHS and OGHS 
Choir and Craighead), three choirs were Commended: Cantus Columba and choirs from OBHS and 
OGHS. 
 
The Madrigal Choir also performed with great distinction at the 125

th
 Anniversary Concert of the Royal 

Dunedin Male Choir in the Town Hall on the 27
th
 June, receiving a special mention from the reviewer 

in the ODT the next day who commented on the Choirôs excellent harmonic blend. 
 

2011 Otago Chamber Music Competition 
 
Columba College Music students performed with great credit in this yearôs Chamber Music 
Competition. 
 
The winning group was Mousikos, a trio which included two Columba College students, Annabel 
Drummond (Violin) and Modi Deng (Piano). The group performed Trio No 3 in C, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 

Movements by Bohuslav Martinu. 
 
The adjucator awarded Highly Commended to three groups in the Recall Concert (up to four can be 
named).  Two of the three groups included Columba College students: 
 



 

trio me, yo! Suite ï Darius Milhaud 
 
 Natasha Kumar  Clarinet 
 Hoyoun Lee  Piano 
 Laura Barton  Violin 
 
Dvorak Trio Terzetto in C major 
 Opus 74 for two violins and viola 
 (Movements 1, 3 and 4) 
 
 Maple Goh (Violin) was a member of this trio. 
 
The Adjudicatorôs Prize (which the Adjudicator is able to award to a group worthy of special mention) 
went to a Columba College group: 
 
Stuck with the Clarinets Trio 4 in G Major ï Haydn 
 
In the group were Anna-Sophia Weidling (Violin), Laura Schep (Cello) and Jacinta Kumar (Violin). 
 
Other Columba College students who performed in groups at the Chamber Music Competition are: 
Frea Anderson, Ella Barclay, Holly Barclay. Ryley Burtenshaw-Day, Adelaide Dunn, Julia Isoyama, 
Avila Kan, Shirley Kim, Natasha Kumar, Katie Mulholland, Natalie Paterson, Karla Robb, Aïcha 
Wijland, Joanne Schep and Sarah Woodfield. 
 

NZ Chamber Music Finals 
 
We were delighted to hear that the Mousikos Trio was selected as one of twelve regional winners to 
perform at the National Chamber Music Semi-Finals in Hamilton at the end of term. This is the second 
successive year that the Trio of Annabel Drummond, Modi Deng and Hannah Kim has won the Otago 
regional finals and been selected to compete in the national semi-finals. From the national semi-finals, 
six groups are selected to perform at the finals.  
 
It is a great achievement musically to be selected as one of the twelve top performing groups from the 
regional competitions to compete in the national semi-finals.  Well done to our two students, Annabel 
and Modi. 
 

 
Annabel Drummond, Hannah Kim, Modi Deng 

Winning Chamber Music Group ï Otago  
 



 

NZ Theatre Federation One Act Play Festival 
 
Columba students made a very successful entry in the Otago/Southland One Act Play Festival held in 
Invercargill. Penelope Couper, Imogen Davis and Dannielle Hall performed ñThe Rosenberg Sistersò 
by Michelanne Forster, directed by Mrs Erina Caradus. 
 
The girls won the prize for Best Production overall at the Festival; also the prize for Best Youth 
Production; and Penelope one of the three awards for Outstanding Performances. 
 
The South Island Festival, held in Te Anau soon afterwards on the 15

th
 and 16

th
 July, was also an 

excellent experience for the girls who received the award for Best Technical Production. Peneleope 
was also awarded Best Female Actor.  Well done! 
 
Mrs Caradus wrote after the South Island Festival: 
ñThose who had seen our play before said it was even better than in Invercargill and it certainly felt 
that way to me as well. We had an enormous amount of feedback from audience members seeking us 
out after the play to talk about it. Whether we make it through or not, to the National finals in the North 
Island I am exceedingly proud of the girlsô performance and attitude throughout the time I have been 
working with them. They are a real credit to the school and they have certainly earned the respect and 
support of the wider dramatic communityò. 
 

 
Dannielle Hall, Penelope Couper and Imogen Davis 

New Zealand One Act Play Festival 
 

2011 Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival  
  
Columbaôs entry in the 2011 Otago Festival won 1

st
 Place and the regional nomination to compete in 

the national finals. The girls performed Act IV Scene iv from Richard III. 
 
Performing in our entry were: 
 
Year 13 Danielle Browne, Penelope Couper, Imogen Davis and Dannielle Hall. 
Year 12 Laura Barton, Alannah Corson-Keogh and Maple Goh. 
Year 11 Elizabeth Wells. 
 
At the national finals in Wellington Columbaôs entry received the Morrison Music Trust Award for 
Outstanding Student-Directed Music/Song. The $100.00 prize was presented to Laura Barton, Year 12 
who composed the music which was performed by Maple Goh (violin and drum). 
 



 

Mrs Erina Caradus who accompanied the girls to Wellington for the finals commented: 
ñWe had a wonderful time in Wellington at the festival and I feel that the girls have learned an 
extraordinary amount about acting and about Shakespeare so it has been very beneficial for their 
English studies and for their performance skills. We also managed to fit in a visit to Katherine 
Mansfieldôs birthplace, Toi Whakaari NZ Drama school, Parliament, the Weta workshops and three live 
theatre performances which were all both educational and enjoyable. Our performance on Sunday 
morning went very well ï our group could be heard right at the back of the very large hall as well as 
having excellent articulation. There were not many groups who achieved this as the acoustics in the 
hall are not good and it is a very long building so I was very proud of them. We were also 
congratulated on our girlsô understanding and delivery of the text. This is something the adjudicators 
are particularly looking forò. 
 
Brooke Williams, Assessor at the National Shakespeare Festival, wrote of the girlsô performance: 
ñThe beginning with haunting lighting was arresting and engaging.  The mournful string music was 
also evocative and set the tone beautifully.  To me this piece was mournful and haunting.  The use of 
shadow projected on the back of the stage was innovative and interesting as was the inclusion of 
Richard in the shadows.  I was really impressed by the ensemble work in this scene.  You had a 
shared commitment to the stakes which really brought out the drama and intensity of the piece.  You 
threw yourselves into the heightened emotional states of these characters and the sense of pain and 
grief was palpableé  
 
Performance wise I thought you were a very strong group of women.  Your energy and presence was 
quite something and there were some moments of raw female power that were breath-taking.  There 
was an honesty and an integrity about this piece that really struck me.  You had great clarity of 
meaning and total commitment to the stakes. 
Congratulations on creating an evocative and chilling piece of theatre.  Very strong work.ò 
 
Imogen Davis is one of 24 students out of around 600 nationally selected to attend the NSSP 
(National School Shakespeare Production) in Wellington in the second week of the October 
school holidays.  The 24 students have been chosen from all the students who competed in the 
regional Shakespeare Competitions. 
 

Warm congratulations to Imogen on this fine achievement. 
 

For noting, Aislinn Furlong who was in Year 13 last year and is now studying Drama at Otago University 
was also selected to attend the NSSP.  Aislinn was the recipient of a Performing Arts Scholarship to 
attend Otago University. 
 

2011 National Chinese Speech Finals 
 
Six students were chosen from regional South Island finals to participate in the national competition 
(four of these students were from Columba College). 
 
Senior Section   
First Place  Kate Waterman, Year 13 
   Tineke Jannink, Year 12  
 
(Three students were placed first).  All three students (Kate, Tineke and an Auckland student) have 
won an all-expenses paid trip to China in October 2011 for two weeks. 
 
Junior Section   
Third Place  Tayla Ashworth, Year 10 
   Hannah Pearson, Year 10 
 
 
All students who achieved places received gift bags and certificates of achievement. 
 
The Cup for Best Organised School was awarded to Columba College, and Miss Ivy Ding, our 
Chinese teacher, received the Best Coach Award. 
 
The above results are very affirming of the Collegeôs strategic decision to introduce Chinese in the 
curriculum and of the Chinese teaching and learning programmes at the College.  Warm 
congratulations to the above four students and to Miss Ding. 
  



 

 
Tineke Jannink and Kate Waterman with their teacher, Miss Ivy Ding 

Winners in the Senior Section, National Chinese Speech Finals 
 

New Zealand Speech Board Examinations (OCESOL) 
Oral Communication in English for Speakers of Other Languages 
 
Congratulations to the following International students on their success in 2011 OCESOL Examinations: 
 
Introductory Grade 
Ayaki Iwahashi 
 
Introductory Grade with Merit 
Miu Iida 
 
Foundation Grade 
Kotchamon Aramthaveethong 
Zifei Liang 
Yawen Xu 
Yiming Yuan 
 

Foundation Grade with Merit 
Natthakarn Sermsintham 
Chanakarn Vantayavart 
 
Foundation Grade with Distinction 
Nattamon Aramthaveethong 
Jidapa Intana 
Yee Man Leung 
Jiaying Shi 
Jeesoo Yang 
Ching Man Yeung 

 
Kate Campbell 

Year 8 

 
Sophie Borland 

Year 13 

Sir Peter Blake Environmental 
Young Leader Award 
 
Kate Campbell in Year 8 was one of a small 
group of Dunedin recipients of the above 
Award.  Kate received her Award and prize 
gifts in assembly on the 5th July. 
 

Sophie Borland was one of two Dunedin students 
selected to compete in a two-day business challenge 
held in Auckland in June.  Sophie joined 72 other 16-
19 year olds to participate in the Junior Achievement 
International Trade Challenge heats which involved 
creating and presenting a concept for a business idea. 
 
From the heats in Auckland, six students were 
selected to represent New Zealand at World Enterprise 
in Action in Bangkok in August. 

 



 

2011 International Club Committee Membership and 
Badges 
 
(Chairpersons: Yumeki Ando and Chiao Lin) 
 
China Xindi Zhao and Lin Lin 
Germany Sara Foerg 
Hong Kong Natalie Fong  
India Simran Kaur 
Iran Ghazaleh Dousti 
Japan Mai Miyamoto and Satoi Onoue 
Korea Elizabeth Park 
Malaysia Shalini Ramarao 
New Zealand Ryely Burtenshaw-Day and Natalie Paterson 
Russia Lana Elford 
Singapore Dayna Tan 
Sri Lanka Emma Liyanarachchi 
Taiwan Abby Yang 
Thailand Sirada Fongratanakul and Kate Phataralaoha 
U.K. Hannah Pearson 
U.S.A. Kiri Lenagh-Glue 
 

 

Ruth Sun 
Year 13 

 

 

Shanti Girande 
Year 7 

 

Avila Kan 
Year 10 

Ruth recently received a cheque 
for $250.00 for her 2009 NCEA 
Level 1 results. Ruth gained the 
top mark in New Zealand out of 
Chinese citizens of New 
Zealand. 
 

Winner of the Competition to 
design the 2011 St. Columbaôs 
Day Bookmark. 
 
Thank you, Shanti, for the 
attractive bookmark which was 
given to all students and staff, 
and guests at the St. Columbaôs 
Day Service. 

Medal Winner 
9

th
 Place 

14-18 years NZ Division 
 
WORLD MATHS DAY 
1

ST
 March, 2011 

 

 

Brainbee South Island Finals 
 
There were 87 individual entrants in the South Island Finals of Brainbee this year. 
 
Ellen Gipp and Sarah Woodfield, Year 11 made it to the Top 18 students with Ellen Gipp being in the 
final Top Six ï a very good result. 
 
Mrs R. Mortimer will be recruiting Year 10 students near the end of this year to compete in Brainbee 
2012 (first prize for the individual competition is a flight to Australia for the Australasian finals). 
 
 

  

 

 Ellen Gipp 
Year 11 

Sarah Woodfield 
Year 11 

 

 



 

RoboCup 2011 
 
Congratulations to the Columba team that won 2

nd
 Place in Junior Search and Rescue: Alice German, 

Chloe Lai, Jenny Mi, Anastasia Varlamova and Ophelia Yeung. 
 

     
Alice German 

Year 7 
Chloe Lai 

Year 8 
Jenny Mi 

Year 8 
Anastasia 
Varlamova 

Year 8 

Ophelia Yeung 
Year 8 

 
 

Year 9 Shakespeare 
Production  

 
Late in Term One, while reading and studying 
William Shakespeareôs A Midsummer Nightôs 
Dream, I suggested to my Year 9 English class 
that they take responsibility for preparing and 
staging a full production of the play.  The girls 
enthusiastically took up the challenge and for two 
months (with school holidays and some students 
away on the Italy/Greece trip in between) worked 
hard to learn lines, find costumes and make the 
set.  Despite one or two hiccups on the way to 
opening night, it was a delightful production of 
which the entire class can be proud.  All lighting, 
set design and construction, costuming, sound 
effects and programming were carried out by 
members of the class. 
 
Not only did the girls learning important skills in 
the area of self-management, co-operation, 
diligence and initiative, they forged stronger links 
with one another, bringing to life wonderful 
literature and, of course, the man himself: William 
Shakespeare. 
 
The proceeds from the show (over $450) have 
been donated to the SPCA. 
 
Tania Roxborogh 
Year 9 English Teacher 
 

 

Berth available on ñThe 
Spirit of New Zealandò 
 
Columba has a berth available on Voyage 607 
(sailing from Auckland on the 11th September 
and back to Auckland after a ten-day voyage). 
 
Students 15 years of age and above are 
eligible.  The all-up cost is $1,800.00 inclusive 
of return airfare to Auckland. 
 
Please contact the School Office if you have 
an interest in this voyage. 

Presbyterian Support 
Upper South Island 
 

In the Easter 2011 ñPeople Helping Peopleò 
issue of Presbyterian Support Upper South 
Islandôs newsletter, Vaughan Milner who is 
Chief Executive made special mention of the 
donation of $6,000.00 from Columba College 
to earthquake relief work in Christchurch.  
 

Warm thanks to our students for their 
contribution of $3,000.00 and the matching 
contribution of $3,000.00 from our Parentsô 
Association. 
 

Octacan 2011 
 
Just over 900 of the 6,848 cans received in this 
yearôs Octacan Appeal came from Columba 
College students and families.  Our Edge 
interns, Charlotte Foster and Christina Gray, 
made a big commitment to ensuring Columbaôs 
involvement this year and can feel well pleased 
with the response.  Presbyterian Support 
Otago was the beneficiary of the Octacan 
Appeal which was run by More FM Radio. 
 
From Mediaworks Otago Columba College and 
Taieri College both received a voucher for 
$1,000.00 worth of MediaWorks airtime 
advertising as a token of appreciation for an 
outstanding effort. 
 
Lisa Wells, Director, Communication and 
Fundraising, Presbyterian Support Otago 
writes: 
 
 ñWill you please pass on to everyone 
concerned, our sincere appreciation of their 
involvement in this mid-winter event that will 
help so many families get through a southern 
winter with hot food on the table.ò 
 

 



 

Science Fair Project features on Television 
 
Ciara Fitzsimons, a Year 9 student, appeared on ñThe Politically Incorrect Guide to Raising 
Teenagersò on TV One earlier this year.   Ciaraôs 2010 Science Fair project was used by Nigel Latta to 
demonstrate the surprising fact that during puberty teenagers lose some of their ability to read faces.  
Ciaraôs science project had conclusively demonstrated that Year 11 (15/16 years) teens were 
significantly less able to recognise universal facial emotions than were Year 5 (9/10 years), Year 8 
(12/13 years) or adults.  As Nigel Latta explained during the item, this inability arises due to the 
changes that occur in a teenagerôs pre-frontal cortex during puberty.  Pre-teens do learn to recognise 
facial emotions.  However, the period of órewiringô during puberty means that teens lose some of this 
ability and only regain it in their late teens to early twenties.  As Nigel so elegantly demonstrated, this 
is the underlying reason for teens making incorrect assessments such as ñWhy are you always mad at 
meò.  At the end of the episode Ciara suggested that the best thing a parent can do is to ensure they 
are conveying very clear emotional messages to their teenagers.  The universal emotions tested by 
Ciara using photos of her own face were: anger, fear, surprise, disgust, happy, sad and contempt.  
Ciara was assisted in the filming by three other Columba students, Adelaide Dunn, Christina Anson 
and Andrew Hughes. 
 

 
Adelaide Dunn, Ciara Fitzsimons, Nigel Latta, Christina Anson and Andrew Hughes 

 

Laboratory Assistant Badges 
 
Congratulations to the following girls on earning their Laboratory Assistant Badges: 
 
Senior Badges:  Ghazaleh Dousti, Chiao Lin and Shalini Ramarao. 
Badges:  Natalie Fong, June Intana, Anna Lee, Sayuri Naito, Natthakarn Sermsintham, Mifu 

Suzuki.  
 

St. John CPR Certificates 
 
Well done to the following Year 11 girls on attaining St. John CPR Certificates from the course they 
followed in Year 11 Life Skills: 
 
Annabel Angland 
Emma Bishop 
Laura Bridger 
Isabella Crawford 
Olivia Dodds 
Sian English 
Emma Findlater 
Kate Fowler 

Natalie Grattan 
Bella Hurley-Skegg 
Hannah Johnston 
Hannah Ker 
Lily Le Brun 
Hannah Letica 
Yuria Okabe 
Abigail Pegg 

Taarn Scott 
Ursula Standring-Bellugue 
Megan Summers 
Dayna Tan 
Kate Tilson 
Chanakarn Vantayavart 

 



 

 

 SPORTS NEWS 
 

Columba College Sports Council 
 
On Friday, 5th May the Columba College Sports Council hosted an Ambrose Golf Tournament at the 
Otago Golf Club.  Teams of four players included Columba College Old Boys, Columba College Old 
Girls plus friends and families of the College, both past and present.  The youngest player was Callum 
White aged eight, a Year 4 student who plays off a 28 handicap. 
 
Sponsorship for the tournament came from local business houses, many of whom have an association 
with the College.  An array of fantastic prizes was up for grabs and HLB Smeaton Accountants were 
the winning team, taking away a large trophy donated by Brandwell Moller.  Malcolm Doré won the 
mystery prize which was a round of golf and accommodation at Millbrook. 
 
Despite the inclement weather the tournament was a resounding success and is set to become an 
annual event.  Judging by the level of interest and participation it will become a fixture on many 
calendars.  Thanks especially to Rod White for making the day so enjoyable. 
 
Rhonda Skerten 
 

 
 
 

Winter Sports Captains 
 

   
Badminton 

Mackenzie Whitaker 
Basketball  

Holly Cadzow 
Cross Country  

Laura Carruthers 

   
Hockey 

Samara Dalziel 
Netball  

Sophie Napper 
Soccer 

Helen Kent 
 



 

Sporting Achievements and Successes 
 

Athletics 
 

South Island Secondary Schoolsô Athletics Championships 
 

The scene was set in Timaru for an exciting weekend of track and field.  Ninety-eight schools from the 
South Island were represented.  It was a chance to compete against the South Islandôs best.  There 
was excitement, motivation and eagerness amongst the team of Columba athletes after the 
Otago/Southland Athletics meeting the week before, where our athletes had excelled. 
 
Excellent performances came from: The Open 4 x 400m Relay team winning in a smart time of 
4.05.21 claiming a South Island record, from the defending St. Margaretôs team.  Team members were 
Laura Carruthers, Sian English, Renaye Flockton and Sophie Napper. 
 
The U16 team broke a South Island record in the 4 x 100m Relay.  The team consisted of Sian 
English, Katie Mulholland, Laura Saville and Christie Wood. 
 
The Senior girls won the 4 x 100m Relay in style in a slick personal best time of 50.47.  To claim three 
relay titles was an outstanding feat, one that no other South Island school can claim. 
 
Laura Carruthers won the Open 1500m Steeplechase by a huge margin to claim Columbaôs fourth title 
of the weekend. 
 
Sophie Napper gained two individual 2nd places in the Senior 100m and 200m.  Laura Saville was 
placed 2nd in the U15 80m Hurdles and 3rd in the 100m. 
 
Bailey Saville threw well to gain 2nd in the U14 Javelin.  The U14 relay team of Analise Cowie, Hanna 
English, Laura Napper and Phoebe Pegg was 3rd in the U14 4 x 100m Relay. 
 
Thank you to all athletes, parents and supporters who made this weekend extremely successful.  Your  
help and support were very much appreciated.  To Mrs Carruthers, Mrs Saville and Mrs Wilson who 
prepared meals and helped with many tasks ï warm appreciation from the team and myself.   
 
Lastly to the girls, you were great ambassadors for Columba College sport.  The way you performed, 
your sportsmanship and results were outstanding.  Over the season your commitment, team spirit, 
togetherness, training, discipline, motivation and desire to succeed made you a pleasure to be with. 
 
You inspired, you excelled and you were certainly together. 
 
Well done! 
 
Mrs S. Harvey 
Director of Sport 
 

Awards 
 

Best Performance:  4 x 400m Relay team and 4 x 100m U16 Relay team (South Island 
Records)  

óStarô Award:  Laura Carruthers 
Commitment:  U14 and Senior 4 x 100m Relay teams 
Harvey Cup Captain:  Sophie Napper 
 
Results 
 

U19 
Melissa Austen 7th  Javelin 
 8th  100m 
Laura Carruthers  1st  1500m Steeplechase 
 3rd  1500m 
Libby Cochrane 8th  Triple Jump 
Renaye Flockton  2nd  400m 
Sophie Napper 2nd  100m 
 2nd  200m 



 

Melissa Austen, Samara Dalziel, Renaye Flockton and Sophie Napper 
 1st 4 x 100m Relay  
Laura Carruthers, Sian English, Renaye Flockton and Sophie Napper 
 1st 4 x 400m Relay (New Record) 
 
Under 16 
Sian English 4th  800m  
 7th  400m  
Katie Mulholland 6th  400m 
Sian English, Katie Mulholland, Laura Saville and Christie Wood 
 1st 4 x 100m Relay (New Record) 
 

Under 15 
Charlotte Cahill 6th  800m 
 6th  3000m 
Laura Saville 2nd  80m Hurdles 
 3rd 100m 
Olivia Wilson 8th  1500m 
Christie Wood 6th  100m 
 

Under 14 
Analise Cowie 6th  100m 
Hanna English 5th  1500m 
Bailey Saville 2nd Javelin 
Analise Cowie, Hanna English, Laura Napper and Phoebe Pegg 
 3rd 4 x 100m Relay 
 
Open Event 
Dayna Tan 4th  2000m Walk 
 

Basketball 
 

Annabelle Payne, Year 7 has been selected for the Basketball Otago U13B Rep Team (Girls) while 
Alexander Byars, Year 6 has been selected for the Basketball Otago U13B Rep Team (Boys).  
Congratulations to Annabelle and Alexander. 
 

Cross Country 
 
Well done to Laura Carruthers, Year 12 on her selection as a member of the New Zealand Secondary 
Schoolsô Cross Country Team to compete in Australia in August 2011. 
 
The Team is made up of 12 girls and 12 boys so Lauraôs selection is a great achievement. 
 

Logan Park Road Race 
 
The Logan Park Road Race was held on the 5th May on a 2.5km circuit around Logan Park. The 
Columba College Junior team took the top three places: Hanna English 1st, Charlotte Cahill 2nd and 
Olivia Wilson 3rd. This was excellent running from these girls with a field of 33 runners. Columba`s top 
senior girls were Laura Carruthers in 5th place and Sian English in 6th place from a field of 29 
runners. 
 

Caversham Road Relay 
 
The Caversham Road Relay was held at Kingôs High School on Tuesday, 10th May.  Each team 
consisted of four runners who each completed a 2km circuit.  Columba won the Junior Girlsô Relay in 
style by a large margin.  Hanna English posted the fastest junior individual time of 6.37 minutes and 
Charlotte Cahill was 3rd fastest in 6.48 minutes.  Grace Carruthers and Olivia Wilson ran strongly to 
complete the victory. 
 
The senior team consisted of Laura Carruthers, Sophie Napper, Sian English and Laura Bridger who 
finished 3rd behind the winners, Otago Girlsô and St Hildaôs. 
 



 

Otago Secondary Schoolsô Cross Country Championships 
 

In the senior girlsô race, over 4km, Laura Carruthers was placed 3
rd

 (15min 55sec). 
 
Sian English, Year 11 won the Under 16 girlsô race in 11min 58sec. 
 
Hanna English, Year 9 won the  Under 14 girlsô race in 12min 05sec. 
 
Charlotte Cahill, Year 10 won the Under 15 girlsô race in 12min 12sec with Grace Carruthers, Year 10 
taking 3

rd
 place (12min 37sec). Columba won the Under 15 teamsô race.  In the team were:  Charlotte 

Cahill, Grace Carruthers and Olivia Wilson. 
 

     
Charlotte Cahill Grace 

Carruthers 
Hanna English Sian English Olivia Wilson 

 

Otago/Southland Cross Country Championships 
 

The Otago/Southland Cross Country was held in Milton on Wednesday, 25th May.   
 

Senior Team 
2nd Laura Carruthers, Sophie Napper, Laura Bridger, Sian English 
 

Junior Team 
2nd Charlotte Cahill, Analise Cowie, Georgia Nichol, Grace Carruthers 
 

Laura Carruthers had the 2nd fastest time for senior girls (0:06:53) and Charlotte Cahill had the 2nd 
fastest time for junior girls (0:07:31).   
 

Cycling 
 
Columba College is very lucky to have been selected to be involved in the Otago Secondary Schoolsô 
Cycling Initiative.  We are now receiving cycling clinics run by Suzy Pryde, who has represented New 
Zealand at both the Olympics and the Commonwealth Games, and her partner Chris Drake, also a 
representative cyclist.  Suzy and Chris are providing wind trainer sessions for the girls during the 
week, along with supervised bunch rides on Sundays.  The aim of the programme is to improve 
studentsô knowledge and ability in all areas of road cycling with the goal of developing a cycling team 
for the school.  We have already begun our first sessions and are excited by this unique opportunity. 
 
To assist with our cycling programme, it would be helpful to have a few spare road bikes available to 
loan to those girls who are new to the sport and have not yet invested in their own road bike.  If any 
parents have a used road bike that they are no longer using which they would like to donate to the 
College or sell at a low cost, could you please contact Julie McMahon via the School Office.   
 

Diving 
 

Drew Schievink, Year 5 has been selected for the New 
Zealand Schoolsô Diving Team to compete in Melbourne in 
July/August at the Australian Springboard Diving 
Championships. During the school holidays he will travel to 
Auckland for training prior to leaving for Melbourne. 
 
Drew who qualified for the NZ team at the North Harbour 
Championships and who has been competing for three years 
will compete in the 1m springboard event and the 5m 
platform in Melbourne. 
 
At the New Zealand Autumn Diving Championships in 
Wellington, Drew gained the following results:  

 
Drew Schievink, Year 5 

 



 

 
Boys 11 years and Under 
2nd= 3 metre 
3rd= 1 metre 
 

Boys 11 years and Under Skills testing 
3rd= 3 metre 
3rd= 1 metre 

 

Hockey 
 
Well done to Samara Dalziel, Year 12 (Southern Under 21 
and Otago Under 18 rep) who has been selected to 
represent the Southern Womenôs National Hockey League 
Team at the 2011 National Tournament from the 5

th
 to 14

th
 

August. 
 
Congratulations to Alexandra Menzies (Year 10), Rose 
Johnston, Tyla Toheriri-OôNeill, Mackenzie Cassie and 
Emma Stackhouse (Year 9) who have been named Otago 
Under 15 Reps, and also to Grace Brosnahan, Year 7, 
Imogen McGregor, Year 8 and Toni Mulholland, Year 8 
who have been selected for the Otago Collier Hockey 
representative team. 

 
Samara Dalziel 

Year 12 

 

 
Left to right: Toni Mulholland, Grace Brosnahan and Imogen McGregor 

 

Ice Hockey 
 

Holly Barclay, Year 10 was a member of the Southern Ice Hockey Team that participated in the 
Friendship Games in North America in June.  A great experience for Holly. 
 

Netball 
 
The netball season has gone well for the teams at Columba College.  This year the College has three 
Year 9 teams, four Year 10 teams and eight senior netball teams competing.  The format for the 
competition has changed this year with schools being able to enter their teams in any grade 
regardless of the age of the team members.  Teams will move up a grade or down a grade depending 
on their results throughout the season. The Senior A netball team is now competing in the Premier A 
grade of the club competition. 
 
Representative trials have been held for Under 14, Under 15 and Under 17 teams.  Columba College 
is well represented in all teams.  Following are the girls who have been selected for Dunedin Netball 
Centre teams: 
 



 

Under 14:  Analise Cowie, Cherish-Peace Nielsen and Emma Turner 
Under 15:  Annabel Angland, Grace Carruthers, Georgia Nichol, Laura Saville, Olivia Wilson, 

Georgie Wood.  Training partners/non-travelling reserves: Olivia Stevens and Millie 
Townsend  

Under 17:  Hannah Cowie, Renaye Flockton and Bridget Thayer  
 
We are fortunate to have excellent coaches with our school teams once again.  The time, effort and 
organisation that the coaches put into these teams are very much appreciated by the girls, parents 
and the School. 
 
Christie Sinclair 
Teacher in charge of Netball Years 7 to 13 
 

Otago Secondary Schoolsô Netball Tournament 
 

Columba had three teams competing in the Tournament: Senior A, Intermediate A and Junior A.  All 
three teams were excellent ambassadors for the School and acquitted themselves exceptionally well. 
 
A highlight was the Senior A Netball Team winning the Senior competition for the third consecutive 
year. 
 
Results: 
Senior A 1

st
 Place (beat St. Hildaôs 36-17 in final) 3rd St. Kevinôs College 

10A 3
rd

 Place (beat Wakatipu 17-16 in 3
rd

 and 4
th
 playoff) St. Hildaôs and SOHS had a draw in 

the final 
9A 3

rd
 Place (beat Taieri 29-7 in 3

rd
 and 4

th
 playoff) 1st Mt. Aspiring, 2nd Dunstan High School 

 
The girls representing Columba at the Tournament were: 
 

Senior A 
Holly Cadzow 
Grace Carruthers 
Hannah Cowie 
Renaye Flockton 
Holly Hoogvliet 
Ellen Kirkwood 
Sophie Napper 
Bridget Thayer 
Olivia Wilson 
Sarah Wood 
 

Intermediate A 
Tayla Ashworth 
Alice Hoogvliet 
Emily Huddleston 
Kay Martin 
Georgia Nichol 
Millie Townsend 
Laura Saville 
Georgie Wood 
Jamie Wood 
 
 

Junior A 
Analise Cowie 
Sarah Dippie 
Faôaoôosala Lale 
Amy Logie 
Hannah McConnachie 
Cherish-Peace Nielsen 
Bailey Saville 
Madeleine Spence 
Emma Turner 
Kaitlynn Wheeler 

Congratulations also to the Senior A Netball Team and Coach, Mrs Janine Southby, on being the first 
schoolgirlsô team in more than 40 years to be promoted to play in Premier A grade competition when it 
beat Phys Ed B 37-33 in a promotion-relegation match at the Edgar Centre. 
 

A fantastic achievement for our Senior A Netball team and well done, girls! 
 

Netball Years 6 to 8 Otago Reps 
 

Year 8 
Phoebe Swale 
Lily Cunningham 

Year 7 
Margo Fowler 
 

Year 6 
Lydia Joseph 
Maia Joseph 

Year 6 Invitation 
Team 
Sophie Cooper 
Milly Nesbit 
Charlotte Wheeler 

Tennis 
 

Rileigh Fields, Year 8 was named runner-up in the 12s Girls at the recent South Island Winter Tennis 
Singles Tournament held at the Edgar Centre.  Well done, Rileigh! 
 
Rileigh also competed in the 2011 National Tennis Championships for 12s in Auckland. She won her 
first round match but went down fighting against a seeded player in the second round. Her third match 
(in the consolation round) was very close and Rileigh lost it in the super tie break but played excellent 
tennis.  With her doubles partner from Invercargill, Rileigh reached the second round after winning in 
the first but again, came up against a seeded pair taking them to a super tie break but eventually 
losing in a very close and exciting match. 
 



 

Well done also to Rose Abdul Aziz, Year 6 who was selected as an Otago Representative for the 10s 
Tennis JAG squad and congratulations to Sian English, Year 11 on her selection as an Otago U16 
Tennis Rep. 
 

Touch Rugby 
 

Congratulations to Olivia Wilson, Year 11 on being named the Most Valuable Player in the Otago U15 
Mixed 2010/11 Touch Team in recognition of outstanding achievement as a member of the Otago U15 
Team. 
 
The Otago Touch Association selected Olivia for this honour. 
 

Triathlon and Duathlon 
 

Triathlon 
 
Columba College has had its best season yet in 
both Triathlon and Duathlon.  The already 
successful Triathlon season, in which Columba 
teams earned top results at the regional and 
South Island level, was capped off at the New 
Zealand Secondary Schoolsô Triathlon 
Championships in Queenstown on 31st March.  
Columba was well represented by 22 athletes in 
both individual and teamsô events.    
 
The highlight was a national Bronze medal in the 
Under 19 Teamsô race won by our senior girlsô 
team of Olivia Stevens (swim), Shannon Edgar 
(cycle) and Laura Carruthers (run).  All three team 
members raced strongly in their leg against the 
stiff North Island competition.   
 
Two Columba Under 16 teams also had a Top 8 
national finish at the event:  7

th
 - Kimberley 

Martyn (swim), Sarah Wood (cycle), Hanna 
English (run); 8

th
 ï Hannah Ker (swim), Georgie 

Wood (cycle), Olivia Wilson (run). 

Duathlon 
 
In the recent Otago Secondary Schoolsô Duathlon 
Championships held in North Taieri, the 15 
member Columba College team dominated the 
teamsô section, winning first place titles in the 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior races as well as 
several second and third placings. 
 
Results from the Otago Secondary Schoolsô 
Duathlon Championships are: 
 
Senior Girlsô Team 
1

st
 Laura Carruthers (run), Shannon Edgar 

(cycle) 
3

rd
 Sian English (run), Laura Bridger (cycle) 

 
Intermediate Girlsô Team 
1

st
 Charlotte Cahill (run), Georgie Wood (cycle) 

 
Junior Girlsô Team 
1

st
 Hanna English (run), Jodie Llewllyn (cycle) 

2
nd

 Emma Wylie (run), Bailey Saville (cycle) 
 
Junior Individual 
2

nd
 Tyla Toheriri-OôNeill 

 

  
Shannon Edgar, Year 13 Laura Carruthers, Year 12 

Winning Senior Girlsô Team 
Otago Secondary Schoolsô Duathlon Championships 



 

 

2011 South Island Senior 
Water Polo Championships 
 

The strength of Water Polo at Columba was 
evident again at the 2011 South Island 
Championships with our team being placed 1st 
(Girlsô Teams) in the South Island. 
 
In the team were: 
 
Charlotte Boyce 
Jamie Boyce 
Holly Cadzow 
Alice Hoogvliet 
Emily Huddleston 
Stephanie Lambie 
Sarah McDonald 
Kimberley Martyn 
Georgia Nichol 
Olivia Stevens 
Heather Thompson 
Cindy van Leewen 
 
Stephanie Lambie, Year 13 is to be congratulated 
on being named Girlsô Player of the Tournament 
at the 2011 South Island Secondary Schoolsô 
Water Polo Tournament. 
 

 
Laura Saville, Year 10 

2nd U15 Hurdles 
South Island Athletics Championships 

 
This newsletter reflects many of the highlights and achievements of a long and busy term.  I hope you 
have enjoyed reading it, and also that all students are enjoying a very well-deserved holiday. 
 
Kind regards from 
 
Elizabeth Wilson, Principal 
26th July, 2011 

 

The 2011 Columba Fair ð another incredibly successful event! 
 

The 2011 Columba Fair ð another incredibly successful  
event! 
 
WOW! Saturday, 2nd April was an amazing day. The 
weather couldnôt have been better. The John McGlashan 
Pipe Band got the festivities rolling with a fantastic fanfare. 
Head Prefect Stephanie Lambie and Junior School 
representative, Andrew Hughes, did a great job welcoming 
the crowd and officially opening the Fair.  And ð despite 
the song ñWalking on Sunshineò playing repeatedly on the 
loud speaker for an hour and half straight ð hundreds of 
people were enjoying catching up with friends while their 
children scampered all over campus, sampling the foods 
and entertainments. Over 300 parent, faculty and student 
volunteers set up and ran thirty-three stalls, games, events, 
contests, raffles and activities.  The tables were laden with 
donations of clothing, household items, toys, sweets and 
baking. The  upper school girls and their teachers arranged  
a dozen marvellous games that brought beaming smiles to 
so many faces. And the generosity of the families  and 
businesses donating items and money to the Fair was 
simply overwhelming and GREATLY appreciated. 

 
Mandy Metzger and Jennifer Anglin 

Fair Conveners 



 

From the Prefects greeting and welcoming our guests to the Fair at the gates to crowds searching for 
treasures in Constance Hall  or in the tents on the lawn to the Easter Bunny handing an egg to a 
delighted child to the satisfied diners at the various yummy food stalls to the eager entrants in the 
various contests to the fantastic items available at the Dutch Auction to the happy winners at the 
Tombola to ñoooohsò of wonder at the Magicianôs show to the happily ñwoundedò patrons of the Triage 
tent to the peals of laughter from the Midway games and activitiesð there was definitely an air of 
celebration to the festivities and a good time was definitely being had! 
 

Many thanks to all who worked so tirelessly before, during and after the Fair. It takes many hands, 
heads and hearts to make an event of this scale happen and happen so well! Many thanks to all the 
families who donated, made things and baked or cookedð the variety of items we had for sale was 
astounding. Many thanks to all the businesses who donated prizes for the raffles, Dutch Auction and 
food stalls. It was an impressive (and delicious) array of goods that were enjoyed on the day and the 
generosity of many will be long remembered. 
 

Through the efforts of the entire school communityð parents, teachers, students and staffðthe Fair 
committee is pleased to report that the Fair has raised over $47,000 (donations, raffles and sales on 
the day combined)!!! 
 

These proceeds have been used to purchase new stage lighting and enhancements, outdoor tables, 
the refurbishment of a dormitory and educational materials and equipment for the school and 
numerous other projects and programmes to benefit the students. 
 

We can all give ourselves a much deserved pat on the back for a job extremely well done. 
 

See you at next yearôs Fair ï 30th March, 2012! 
 
Jennifer Anglin and Mandy Metzger 
Fair Conveners 
 
Raffle Winners 
 

1.  School Raffle Winners: 
 Grand Prize:  International Travel Voucher from Brooker United Travel- Val McMillan 
 

 Second Prize:  Voucher for a Family Portrait Sitting with a framed portrait Kelk Photography 
Ltd. - The Wells Family 

 
 Ten other prizes to be won: 
 $200 voucher from Pak óN Save - Karen Khoo 
 $200 voucher from Fresh Choice - Clara Kwon 
 10 complimentary tickets ($15 each) to  Rialto Cinema - Carol Carruthers 
 10 ñ2 for 1ò movie tickets worth $15 each to Rialto Cinema - Kacee Grant 
 $100 Voucher to Fleurôs Place in Moeraki ï E. Carlisle 
 $100 voucher from Luna Bar &  Restaurant - Debbie Morton 
 $100 voucher from  Plato Restaurant - Anne McLeod 
 $100 voucher to The University Book Shop ï G. Rackley 
 $100 voucher from Paper Plus in Golden Centre Mall - Marianne Griffiths 
 $50 petrol vouchers courtesy of Anthony Motors ï The Kirkwood Family 
 

2.  Easter Raffle Baskets: 
 Gourmet - Susan Anton 
 Children's - Rachel Bird 
 Columba Old Girls ï Colleen OôCallaghan 
 

3.  Decorated Easter Egg Contest winners 
Year 1 (Miss Easonôs Class) Theme -
Wildlife 
 1st Erin OôNeill, Octopus 
 2nd  Emily Ung, Flower  
 3rd Charlotte de Lautour - Kiwi  
 Fabergé Egg  
 1st  Amelia Willis (Year 6) 
 Art Deco Egg  
 1st  Ailish Wallace-Buckland (Year 10) 

Most EggCentric Egg  
1st  Alice German (Year 7)  
2nd Mikayla Cameron (Year 8)  
International Egg 
1st  Sarah Graham (New Zealand) (Year 11)  
2nd  Ailsa Carroll (France) (Year 10)  
3rd  Piper Charteris (Hawaii) (Year 4)  
The Peopleôs Choice Winner  
1st  Amelia Willis - Fabergé  (Year 6)  
2nd  Mikayla Cameron - Most EggCentric  Year 8 

 



 

Best Stall Contest: 
1st Prize  Jousting (Year 7 Al) 

Runners-up 
Lucky Ladder (Year 7 Tu) 
Face painting (Year 8 So) 
Duck Pond (Year 12 Ma/McN) 
Ice Cream Sundaes (Year 13) 

  

We would like to  thank the following businesses for their support of Columba College and ask you to 
help support them with your business. If we have missed anyone, please let us know. 
 

Ace Alterations     www.acesuithire.co.nz 
Active Furnishers     www.activefurnishers.co.nz 
Akarua Vineyard     www.akarua.com 
Alpine Milk 
Anne's Sewing Room     218 George Street, 477 3650 
Anthony Motors      254 Taieri Road, 476 3134 
Art Zone     www.art-zone.co.nz 
Automotive Solutions     www.automotivesolutions.co.nz 
Awawhiti Vineyard     www.vinpro.co.nz/awawhiti.html 
Bay Restaurant, The     494 Portobello Road, 4761357 
Beauté     www.beaute.co.nz 
Belinda Van der Zande Interiors     
www.bvdzinteriors.co.nz 
Black Quail Estate     www.backquail.co.nz 
Brooker Travel Group     www.brookertravel.co.nz 
Robyn Buis Interior design     79 Isadore Road, Saint 
Clair, 487 7871 
Cadbury's     www.cadbury.co.nz 
The Cattery     1 Potters Road, North East Valley, 473 9156 
Cavit and Co     www.cavitco.com 
Centre City New World     www.newworld.co.nz 
Cooke Howlison     www.cookehowlison.co.nz 
Custom House Restaurant     
www.thecustomhouse.co.nz 
Cyce Surgery     www.cyclesurgery.co.nz 
Cyclone Computers Ltd     www.cyclone.co.nz 
D Fa Dog     www.d-fa.com 
David Ward Motors      10 Melbourne Street, 455 4382 
Dernier Cri     www.derniercri.co.nz 
Dunedin Cupcake Company     
www.dunedincupcake.com 
Edinburgh Realty     www.edinburghrealty.co.nz 
Everyday Gourmet     www.everydaygourmet.net.nz 
Executive Cars     www.executivecars.co.nz 
Favourite Interiors     295A Highgate, 477 4414 
Fisher's Meats     www.fishersmeat.com 
The Fix       www.thefixcoffee.co.nz 
Fortune Theatre       www.fortunetheatre.co.nz 
Frames Footware     www.framesfootwear.co.nz 
Fred D. Eskrick Butchers     35 North Road, 473 8766 
Fresh Choice     www.freshchoice.co.nz 
Great Taste     12 St Andrew Street,479 2088 
Highgate Bridge       300 Highgate, 474 9222 
The Highlanders     www.highlanders-rugby.co.nz 
Hype     251 George Street, 479 2277 
Jacks Point Golf     www.jackspoint.com 
Jé     www.je.net.nz 
The Jitsu Japanese Restaurant  133 Stuart Street, 470 1155 
John Robinson Jewelers     www.gallery33.co.nz 
Jonathon Camera and Video     Cnr George & St Andrew 
Streets 
Joseph Jones Florist     www.josephjones.co.nz 
Kawarau Jet     www.kjet.co.nz 
Kelk Photography     www.kelkphoto.co.nz 
Kiwi Mortgage Market     www.kmm.net.nz 
Konica Minolta     www.konicaminolta.co.nz 
Koru New Zealand Art and Jade   Castle Street, 477 2138 
Les Mils     www.lesmills-dunedin.co.nz 
Life Pharmacy     www.lifepharmacy.co.nz 
Lucy Warren Pilates     8 Stafford Street,027 472 7176 
Luna Restaurant and Bar     www.lunaroslyn.co.nz 
John McGlashan Pipe Band    www.mcglashan.school.nz 
Mitre 10     www.mitre10.co.nz 
Monarch Cruise       www.wildlife.co.nz 

Mondillo Vineyard     www.mondillo.com 
Mt Difficulty Vineyard     www.mtdifficulty.co.nz 
Nancy's Fruit     42 Clyde Street, Balclutha 
Nevill Studios     www.nevillstudios.co.nz 
New World Mosgiel      www.newworld.co.nz 
Nomad Safaris, Queenstown     www.nomadsafaris.co.nz 
Number 7 Balmac     www.no7balmac.co.nz 
Numberworks     www.numberworks.co.nz/dunedin 
Nut Hairdressers     295 Highgate,477 1540 
Office Max     89 Great King Street, 0800 878 569 
Orchid Florist     www.orchidflorist.co.nz 
Otago Business Equipment     www.otagobusiness.co.nz 
Otago Daily Times     www.odt.co.nz 
Otago Road Services     www.ors.co.nz 
PAKôN SAVE     www.paknsave.co.nz 
PaperPlus     www.paperplus.co.nz 
Perfect Poultry     455 9148 
Phil's Painters     488 4996 
The Photo Gallery     www.thephotogallery.co.nz 
Plato's Restaurant     www.platocafe.co.nz 
Queenstown Gateway     www.gateway.net.nz 
Rebel Sport     www.rebelsport.co.nz 
Regent Theatre     www.regenttheatre.co.nz 
Rhubarb     299 Highgate, 477 2555 
Rialto Cinemas www.rialto.co.nz 
Rings and Things     187 George Street, 471 8307 
Roar Velvet Ltd.       www.roarvelvet.co.nz 
Rockbourne     298 York Place, City Rise, 474 5511 
Rockgas 65 Hillside Road, 455 5448 
Roslyn Chemist       287 Highgate, 477 9793 
Tania Roxborogh      www.tkroxborogh.com 
Sandy Trails Penguin Tours     716 Ahuriri Flat Road, 
Balcutha, 03 415 8474 
Ally Shanks  www.alisonshanks.co.nz 
Simply Squeezed www.simplysqueezed.com 
Slick Willy     slickwillysdunedin.blogspot.com 
Sontag Fox 381 Princes Street, 477 8845 
Southern Colour Print 1 Turakina Road, 455 0554 
St Clair Golf Club www.stclairgolf.co.nz 
St. John's Anglican Roslyn 
Stevenson & Williams    64 Prince Albert Road, 455 4034 
Sub Zero     15 Midland Street 
Suit Surgeon 55 Highgate, 477 1001 
Summer Hill Cooking School     
www.summerhillcooking.co.nz  
Taieri Gorge Railway www.taieri.co.nz 
Tamsin Cooper www.tamsincooper.co.nz 
Tara Hills Station     Omarama 
Temple Gallery     www.templegallery.co.nz 
Tokyo Gardens      345 George Street, 474 5993 
Treehaus Landscape Studio     0800 248 567 
Tuapeka Gold Print Ltd.      www.promoshop.co.nz 
Tudor Clothing      www.tudorclothing.co.nz 
U Flight Mainland Air www.mainlandair.com 
University Bookshop www.unibooks.co.nz 
Van Aart Sycamore Lawyers, Ltd.      vslawyers.co.nz 
Vitalis Fitness     www.vitalis.net.nz 
Wallace and Gibb, Arrowtown     Shop 4, 50 Buckingham 
Street, Arrowtown 
Waugh's     www.waughs.co.nz 
White by Design     291J Highgate, 470 1400 
Willowbrook, Queenstown     www.willowbrook.net.nz 
Wing On Sales     8 Strathallan Street, 456 1262 
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Columba College Senior A Netball Team 

 
1st Otago Secondary Schoolsô Championships for three consecutive years ï 2009, 2010, 2011 

First school in 40 years to be playing in Premier A Grade in Dunedin on a Saturday 
 

Left to right: Mrs C. Malthus (Manager), Hannah Cowie, Grace Carruthers, Bridget Thayer, Olivia 
Wilson, Ellen Kirkwood, Holly Cadzow and Renaye Flockton. 

Front: Kimberley Martyn, Holly Hoogvliet, Sophie Napper, Sarah Wood and Heather Thompson. 
Absent:  Mrs J. Southby (Coach). 

 



 

 
Bridget Thayer, Senior A Goal Shoot, pictured in the final of the Senior Section of the Otago 

Secondary Schoolsô Championships. Columba won 36 ï 17. 
 

The Columba Senior A Netball Team has now won the Otago Senior title for three consecutive 
years. 

 
Sophie Napper, Senior A Centre, and Renaye Flockton, Senior A Goal Defence, playing in Premier 

A Grade Netball against College A. 



 

 
U19 Relay Team 
1st South Island 

Left to right: Mrs S. Harvey, Samara Dalziel, Renaye Flockton, Melissa Austen, Sophie Napper. 
 
 

 
U16 Relay Team 

1st South Island (New Record) 
Sian English, Christie Wood, Katie Mulholland, Laura Saville 

 


